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THE STRIP | The Murder of the Terminal Patient By RutuModan Chapter
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I t T AN
I;r:;ltg\.rja;nt?'letoworst the alien bent over %'\\ It's not his food! ) i The).' '
dacis f Dima’ him and sucked out He just changes = L= elal‘us_ It's their \=
Ieasmn o' ma; all his energy. But that it into healthy \ mission, to save
life. Back in Russia N\ makes no sense! energy k= the ¢alaxy.
he was a forensic || Why would the | ‘ \ F L
pathologist, but in alien eat bad = | 5 =
Israel he's a nurse energy? / — Y e
on an internal- 23

medicine ward,
even though

he’s clearly better-
qualified than those
Middle Eastern
dilettantes who \
pass themselves off [

/ ]
( They say their
technology is much

as doctors. more advanced
1l than ours.
Yes! Centuries | It's a D) jﬁl Lev, the famous singer in Room 5,
ahead of ours! Youn pity that the — Primitive died in the night. Welll{ at la.ast there
A ItE'mk alien didn't talk | How was he 3 r @ \ country. wontl be any more journalists
ek to you. [ supposed to know \ = b running around.
tm;done I was a medium? [ had X Ll

no idea myself.

::‘ﬂ - 7 Y i)
R
{ . i L

Dima didn't know who this Hirsch Dima debated whether or not to
character was-- he was just there, correct Hirsch. After all, he was a
day and night, with Lev's wife. doctor.

et s
=

We've been
waiting for a
doctor since 5

just here to
clean up.

1
suspect death
of unnatural
causes!

If youre already
here, why don't
you check him

0

e

]

'\

Translated frem the Hebrew by Jesse Mishory
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Previously: A terminal patient died in the ward where Dima (a former pathologist from Russia) now works. The deceased’s friend suspects foul play.

Dima didn't know the dead man; he came to the ward only recently. Lev

had been ill for several years, and his wife, Tikva, transferred him from I'm He looks O.K.,
one ward to another, hoping somebody could help him. outside if wouldn't you say?
you need Now that they've

You can He's 5

stay, but the a friend of the
gentleman has

fo leave,
please.

taken out all the
tubes?

That's
0.K., Tikva.

I could just see Nurse Mali had told Dima that Lev was a famous singer, but Dima didn't
him getting up know much Israeli music, and the little he did know, he couldn’t stand. I'm sorry, Lev...
and singing to , . [ was sure we
were going to
make it.

Translated from the Hebrew by Jesse Mishory

19



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[ The FunnyPages

THE STRIP The Murder of the Terminal Patient sy RutuModan Chapter ©

Previously: A famous singer died after a protracted illness, and Nurse Dima discovered a strange woman hiding in the dead man's room..

What's
going on

Dima had noticed the woman hovering outside
T the room for the past few days. He'd also heard
; the other nurses gossip that she was the dead

man's mistress.
T =2 ['m allowed

to be here!
It's a public

Hirsch! Get
her out of

Dima, take
him to the
morgue.
Now!

Why me?
Call
transport,

Dima, | have
doctors’ rounds in
a minute.

come
-\ near him!

have a brawl on / N
our hands! <

So

you take

i Please! (/ //l

| : 1NN |
L] 1l SeE _ T
; I|| Il < % i Where |' | Dy *&%$#
1Rl e do you think | 3_'

i T LI\ @ .
"5.".'||'_ | D youre / \ ' GJCI;E—

Sty : ) |||..;3°m9? \ g SRR
[L5 —— | e
You asked ! \
’ me to leave, | _ | =N ey |
WA \_didn't you? A / !

Translated from the Hebrew by Jesse Mishory
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Previously: Even though it's not his job, Nurse Dima took Lev to the morgue, accompanied by Lev's wife and his friend. The deceased’s mistress insisted on joining them.

Family members
are not allowed in
the morgue.

” Wherever
he goes, |

And I'm his
best friend!

Since finding out that o Gt
Dima used to be a doctor Dima! How = sofry'for
in Russia, the guard come you're 5 ~ Your los.
at the morgue has delivering the /":\3
decided they're goods? :
best friends. \
My leg's killing me.
Everygtimell gset up O
I get aszets: like -8
electricity. 7
N
\
\
= /
| ;

. = God,
o o P You Ineed a break
promised from this
you'd take

alook atit.

nurse, not
a transport guy
or a doctor! A
nurse!

But Hirsch had other p-lans.,..

Translated from the Hebrew by Jesse Mishory
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Previously : After a protracted iliness, a famous singer on Nurse Dima's ward died. But someone believes his death was intentional.

Dima was beginning to
warm to Hirsch's
insistence on calling
him “doctor.”

Pssst,
doctor....

Aha! Yes!
What does But of what?
it say about That's the

? ;
Lev? question!

:
%l

He
almost got up
last week. Tikva
thought he was
going home with
her.

Dima was unimpressed. Death always comes

. " \ Lev was murdered! Hirsch?
as a surprise, no matter what yow have or how Listen well, S And you are the only Aréyoi
long you've had it. .= young man. You one who can help there? /
. doctors made a me.

mistake! A big e
That happens one! ' .
sometimes. A 3 ' —n ; g
person gets better > ox | / : o } &

and then...

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew
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Previously: A famous singer died after a protracted iliness. His friend thinks he was murdered and has turned to Nurse Dima for help.

Dima had barely f——on
managed to shake
Hirsch when he
was approached by
Yardena, rumored
to have been the
dead man's
mistress.

Biciias — These people clearly think they own Dima.

Take me to
the morgue,
please --to
see Lev.

Although just a resident, Dr. Noy
acts as if he were head of the
ward, at the very least.

So find it! Or have
you already
bartered it on the
black market for
some vodka...?

There's a
missing dose
of Stamomin.

What am 1
supposed to
give the patient
now--aspirin?

.

Youve messed
up another order
from the
pharmacy.

more slip and
you're out of
here, with no
references!

I'm sure I
ordered

Those Russians
will run Israeli
medicine into the

So, will you
take me to
the morgue?

If only foul play had taken place,
as the old man claims, that

would be a great opportunity for
him to prove he was better than
that idiot doctor.

D Noy‘
youre Fired il

Ask Dr. Noy
to take you!

I wish you'd
sfay on. <
as one of

the staff.

Enema in

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew
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Previously: A famous singer died following 2 protracted ilness. His friend believes he was murdered, but why would anyone go to the trouble of killing a terminal patient?

Dr. Noy can lord it over him, but f s f‘@ i Dot
the hottest nurse in the ward only Ju: Oll:ed » Last time SRR
has eyes for Dima. God nobody a patient's oxygen Y W
croaks while ; tube came off, make it
we're here. NOﬂ}‘“S = don't you
z wil remember?
& happen.
L " -
SRy O
\ what else is
I new?

=
f=
== .
? Ly " That : It's a good
) @ A i wasn't the mi,:;uep:r[ l}:[m thing he's already
i, singer by any by half an dead. Who knows
| .2 { chance? o eh what else could
\ have happened
i \ - to him.
[ / \ 2
. o
television set that W&
fell from its wall 4 ST =] &
holder...on the \ \\ Fb
tient! ,
same patien I 1 / ) / ///' A S
—
The singer was (| o) s
murdered, and the | ‘ iy G/ hisf E;:[b[:}gre
murc?erer had made g ! @-’ % ( they bury the body --
previous attempts! You ° or have they
must get to the body, \ already?
Dima! Only you can \l /
uncover the truth! / |
o
| |
/'i 5]

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew
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Previously: Nurse Dima discovered that a series of freak accidents preceded the death of a terminal patient.
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Hirsch and Tikva have settled in a quiet comner
of the ward...

Maybe I
should still
take you

No,
we'll wait for
Ami here,
near Lev.

Tikva and Lev's son, Ami, is on his way back from India.
Once Ami arrives, they'll be able to bury his father.

_ macrobiotic stuff

Eat something
Hirsch. There's a
lat of that

___still left.

that day, when Lev
was on a tour, and
you were lonely, so I
took you and Ami to

I'd held Lev
together until Ami
got here, maybe he

would have

recovered.

Remember

the fun fair?

I really need right
now is some
cheesecake, not

this slop.

" Maybe they
have some in
the cafeteria.

B

Z

You were right!
There has
\_ been foul play! ,

investigation.

Dima told Hirsch he wanted him
to be his deputy on the murder

We have no choice \
but to bend a few
rules here and

We're dealing
with a very
dangerous felon

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew

there. ...

21



I

o | NE FUNNY §

THE STRIP The Murder of the Terminal Patient 8y RutuModan Chapter @
Previously: A chain of freak accidents persuades Nurse Dima to investigate the famous singer's death.
[ | | = ! Perhaps [ should C
l ! ‘ Another one? | s Very | take him in. I've 7~ < L s
What is this, Dima? '\ contagfous! already been A
have you decided to He bit it within exposed.

get rid of all your
patients?

No.
He had the
measles.

24 hours.

b 44 oK.,
after effects of Pt duty, 162

C-3, and don't
make a mess
in therel

measles is
impotence. .

Quick,
we golta
find him!

You must think
this is prefty cozy.
[ mean, you're
probably used to
it ... from back
in Russia.

There

you are,

Dima felt tingly all over, his usual
response to the presence of a fresh
body.

He was filled with new life, with
dreams and hopes he had thought
long forgotten.

Someone
strangled
this man!

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew

(* Russian:Oh, my God!)
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Previously: Hirsch and Nurse Dima broke into the morgue to examine the body of the dead singer. Dima determined that the man had been strangled.

A woman?! The perpetrator How dare
Why would is usually the you! She

you say wife. sried fo aaua That's exactly
what she

Look at
these blue
marks.

wants us to
think!

Small hands...
Maybe a
woman's.

" Dima? Is

listen here, _ everything " v Listen here, / -
young man. /. alrignt m /| =) he wasn't choked ) =
- : : there? ; e NI =\ to death.
o . — {0 The finger
marks are too A

weak for that. A

Let's
get out of
here.

The murderer tried
to strangle Lev.
Someone must
have surprised
him in the act.

But it's
a private room.
Only Lev was
there.

There
was a
witness!

That's
impossible!

Vi
L]

Poisoned?
Why?

The other
patient in the
room saw the
murderer!

There's a
witness, [ tell you!
And tomorrow, Dima
will interrogate
her!

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew
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Previously: Dima learned that someone tried to strangle the terminal patient-- and failed. Now he intends to interview a witness.

The night before the
famous singer Lev died,
an anesthetized patient
who had just left surgery
was wheeled into the
ward. Until a bed was

arranged for her, Dima
put her in Lev's room.
Several days later,
Dima witnessed a
strange conversation.

o]

' )
.and then the

alien bent over
him and sucked
out all his
energy.

Could the mysterious alien really
have been the murderer?

It's
about the
alien.

(8 :.: _

Who told
you about
that?

She doesn't even remember that Lie -
Dima was in the room. Typical! this alien i il What?
Ite doesn't have Hete. i
very important a permit. 2
that you tell me - . '
exactly what you every ain_an is .
saw, since... a certified
since... doctor. { /
\ X
/& Itll help me
\ recreate the
{ situation.

[ was waking up

from the

sedation, and he

...standing
near the bed
just opposite.

it a man?

He
placed his
hands like this...

breathing
heavily.

Err...what
did he look
like?

behind the

curtain. I could
only see his

silhouette.

But

everybody

knows what an alien
looks like - big

green head, glowing
eyes. z

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew
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Previously: A closer inspection of the terminal patient reveals inconclusive strangulation marks. Nurse Dima and Hirsch, the dead man's friend, continue their investigation.

Even though Dima believed that Lev's wife was still a suspect in the case,
he agreed to let her in on their new findings. Dima told Tikva of the
“alien" who tried to strangle Lev.

The police! They will
come, take Dima off
the case and get all the
glory!

‘We have to
let the
police in on
this.

Of
course if's not
an alien but the
killer himselft

was getting

[ believe
that would be
a terrible
mistake.

The police look for easy
solutiong. They'll look
for a scapegoat, and
who are they going to
blame?

If you go to the -

police, all hell will If you dont
break loose, They'll talk to them,
send in the they'll turn to
press, TV.... Yardena....

You knew Lev
intimately. What can
you tell us about the
circumetances of his

Dima. The
Russian.

1
never talk
to
reporters!

She's bound to say it
happened because 1
didnt take as good

care of him as
I should have.

You're
right, Hirsch.
All of this should
remain as discreet
as possible.

Trust me. [ have a
plan, but there is
still one thing that
I can't figure
out....

Where do
we go from

definitely
capable of
that.

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew
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Previously: The terminal patient's best friend, Hirsch, believes he was murdered. Dima uncovers evidence that corroborates Hirsch's suspicions. The two let Tikva, the deceased’s wife, in on their findings.

The attempt to This is a hospital \ Bk vt After all,

3\ L. : ; 3 ;
| ; r— ; ; what's the patiently, he woul
! 50__}1]3:,:‘3;15 he . materials are just lying RiNra? have croaked
| H

| 3 ("5 : 1 g
L
Perhaps | =
he was o
% poisoned.
f
|. / { - N ‘
- s
I
5
i"

He was next in line on
the waiting list for an
experimental drug.
We've been on that list
for two whole
years.

But
it's very clear
why he was
murdered.

Tell
me if he had
enemies, wills,
dark secrets

Lev had
no enemies.
Everybody
loved him.

Dima froze. A monstrous idea flashed
into his mind. Who knows how many
people this desperate killer did in to
get ahead on that list?

Whoever
was next on that list
would want him out
of the way,

Tonight,
I operate on
Lev's body for
real!

We've
no time to

on the waiting
list might be a

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew
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Previously: After Lev's wife suggests a possible motive for his murder, Nurse Dima decides to operate on the body.

I still think
Tikva
shouldnt be
here.

The scalpels
that Dima
brought over
from Russia will
finally see some
action tonight.

I need

Tikva, you'll be
the attending nurse,
and you - help me
take down the

T'll need free guard.

Dima was a bit uncomfortable with what they were about to
do to the guard, who was a friend. But he hoped that after
the killer was caught, hed understand they had no choice.

The killer has
returned to the
scene of the crime!

11

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew

The Strip will resume in two weeks. 25
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Tha.t Was your g No, no...

plan! To sell Ijust wanted 2 Y
pictures of his ) picture with him A

\ dead body to the /
T papers!

You murdered
him just so you
could finally take

a photo of the two

of you together?!

officially!

=N

" Move over.
She's the one
who murdered

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew
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Previously: A terminal patient has been murdered. The dead man's widow and his mistress confront each other at the morgue, prompting his best friend to confess that he is the killer.

i b . Iknew that all was lost. That Lev was about
You?! But... Y| 'au ¥ to die. I saw how you were batiling the iliness.
why?! 11 \ T)erva,l Wi You were so sure you'd triumph....

I wanted to spare you the knowledge of your defeat.
I decided that Lev would not die from his illness.

But actually killing Lev turned out Then I tried to strangle Finally, I broke into the
to be harder than I thought. him, but I wasn't strong medicine room and stole
= enough ... some stuff that seemed
noxious enough. I
changed his IV, and

You know I'm
still your friend,
Lev, don't
you?

several hours later he
was dead.

It was done!

I succeeded!

Detaching the
oxygen tube.

Unscrewing
the television
set.

There's a dose of

I ¥new it. :
i I was Stamomin &
g wrongly missing.

accused! Where is it?!

7 I'm sorry, Tikva. j Nonsense.
Im sorry I ' 1 B _ You didn't do )
murdered ] A anything, and 1
Lev... e |SS N can prove it.

I tried to drop some hints with several doctors,
but only Dima paid any attention.

R S

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew 31
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Previously: Hirsch confesses tfo kiling his best friend, the terminal patient. Buf Dima, the pathologist turned nurse turned detective, claims otherwise.

: }iﬁ.'f’ What you stole and
gave to Lev was the
experimental drug

N\ that Lev was waiting

tell me what
he died of!

what he had,

wasn't it?

You mean
everything [
did was in...
vain?

it shouldnt That's
be like true, it

that! shouldn't.

'/ Sometimes
we just

And so strong!

V You know,

<
: The way you Sure, back in Russia, I \
great in there. pushed me aside.... why net? used to be a
Just like a TV Want to get

= detective.

Translated by Jesse Mishory from the Hebrew
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