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609 P-M- ' - ‘ .A _ NO, GHE LOOKS FAR

TOO UNDAMAGED

% NINE MINUTES LATE - 1 ‘ 5 TO HAVE BEEN

SET UP WITH THE
LIKES OF ME.

S

| ~
CAHEM - EXCUSE ME, MISS - ’

HIDDEN FLAW - AN EARSPUTTING
NASAL TWANG , OR 50ME AWFUL

' ' UNLESS,.. PERHAPS THERE'S SOME
PERSONALITY QUIEK -+~

"HI, NATALIE , ARE

ARE YOu NATALEE Z “ You MY DATE Z

L

YEAH , THAT'S A GREAT IDEA -
CALL HER "MISS," THAT
WOULDN'T BE CREEPY AT ALL-

— ‘ WHO AM T
KIDDING Z SHE
COWD HAVE
LEPROSY, AND
1'D STILL BE
OUT OF HER
LEAGUE -

DEAR GOD,
PLEASE KILL
ME NOW -

SHE CAN'T BE MORE THAN UH-0OH /! MIDDLE-AGED FEMALE AT ONE

25 « TIM SAID SHE WAS O'LLOCK -+ GTEADY, MARSHALL , HERE WE
"ATTRACTIVE," BUT SURELY HE [C 7R 3

WOULD HAVE MENTIONED - OH, 60D, T'M SWEATING

NO  THERE'S

r LIKE A -
g@ | Jin

i

TESUS, YOU'RE 90 YEARS OLD * ,
DRESS YOUR AGE, FOR 60D'S SAKE *

ULP ! UNDAMAGED BLONDIE'S
LOOKING THIS WAY. COULD IT
REALLY BE 2 -

PUDE, ARE YOU
ERIOUS 2 Look, I'tL
SWEAR ON LI
A ETACK OF THEIR PERSONAL NONSENSE
BIBLES, DUDI IN PUBUC 2

g .

TESUS
SHUT up !

NO ... NO, BUT DUDE,
IF YOU THINK IT'M LYING -

PERFECT ! I'M
OPPOSED TO GLOBAL
WARMING, Top *

LOOK - 64E HATES HIM TOO ! I'M EIGHTEEN MINUTES

D
USUALLY THE ONLY ONE WHO EVEN B _ LATE . T STARTING T0-
GEEMS TO NOTICE | BUT SHE - | WHERE WEEE ( SORRV, BABE

Youz 1've TWO MORE
BEEN SITTING ( GECONDS, 0.K. 2
HERE FOR -

OH DEAR
Gop -

‘3&

Wwy
oy
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TS JUsT 50 CRAZY
NICE TO 5EE ANOTHER ER, YES .- WHAT
ARE YOW... WAITING OLDER PERSON N HERE ! THE oo THANKS FOR
FOR SOMEONE Z AMONG THE YOUNG H@B* Z BAT | SHARING YOUR
HEH HEH. I THOUGHTS, BABY

TANE

S
X

SRR
PSRN

X

o,
00
&

R

SRR
IR

255

PERHAPS T SHOULD
TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY
TO TEW YOu A LITTLE

BIT ABOUT MYSELF «+-

HEWOD. MY NAME
15 MARSHALL -

T COULD TELL YOU ALL SORTS OF THINGS ABOUT MY I WON'T 60 INTO DETAIL, BUT LET'S JUST SAY MY WIFE WITH ONE EXCEPTION, THAT BEING MY
(SHOCKINGLY HAPPY ) CHILDHOOD, HOBBIES , ETC., BUT THE HAD SOME 155UES WITH FIDEUTY, AND SEVERAL OF MY BENE FACTOR, TIM (THE ARRANGER OF
REALLY [MPORTANT THING YOU NEED TO KNOW 15 THAT T FRIENDS WERE INVOLVED, AND WHEN T ENDED I HAD THIS VERY DATE), WHO , \RONICALLY,
WAS MARRIED FOR 12 YEARS, AND THEN T ENDED, NEITHER WIFE NOR FRIENDS.... “m ONCE REFERRED TO MY WIFE AS A -
AND SINCE THEN TI'VE BEEN IN A BIT OF A DRY SPELL - — -

3 I'M A 5TRONG T ” i = I “H BUT WHY?Z YOU WERE
F % | TREE, WITH BRANCHES = T MEAN, WAS (T ABSOLUTELY

ikt > FOR MANY BIRDS... m ‘;\ }  Sust To Huer Me?
T i ‘

%

'

| | |[|m|llnml
I/]5 IS // |

NO, DUH,

MARSHALL - )5 =

I
I

A

OH No ! THAT'S AcTvauY, T T
THE LAST THING KIND OF MEETING =\, CET OVER : >
T NEED - FOR SOMEONE, 50 IT'S NOT Y YOURSELF, = ABNAY“"SAJOIR“%?E e
HER To WALK IN REALLY A GREAT TIME- | D el az\i .

AND SEE ME F YOU DON'T MIND , T NCe -
WITH "GEORGE SHOULD PROBABLY —
BUSH "> |

*50 NICKNAMED FOR HI5 RELENTLESS INVOCATION OF THIS (ATCHALL NEMESIS .
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THIRTY -EIGHT MINUTES
LATE. SHE'S NOT COMING -

© 3
él [

AU

THOWGH T 6UESS (16 @
= PoesiBle T 0w HeR i
6°.30.
>3 =~
(G a0

50, HOWDID T
EVER SNAP OUT
OF MY "DRY

SPELL," YOU ASK 2

IT WAS A HELL OF A LONG
TIME - SIX YEARS WITHOUT
A DATE OF ANY KIND, T
HAD GIVEN uP ALL HOPE -

BUT ONE NIOHT ABOUT THREE MONTHS
AO, I WAS "BEFRIENDED" BY A
STRANGE WOMAN * ==

=

CAN I USE YOUR
CELLPHONEZ I JusT
©OT ROBBED %

STAY RIGHT

HERE - T'LL BE

BACK IN TWO
MINUTES -

TO BE HONEST, T WOULDN'T TRADE
THE EXPERIENCE FOR ANYTHING . (T'S !

ONLY BECAUSE OF HER INTERVENTION JESUS, 49
THAT I HAVE THE STRENGTH TO BE MINUTES LATE -
HERE RIGHT NOW + o

" EXCEPT IN THIS VERSION,

IT WOUND UP CO5TING Me $ 800,

MY GRANDMOTHER'S EARRINGS AND

A LAPTOP, BUT SWCH 15 THE PRICE

OF TRANSFORMATIVE HUMAN EVENTS ,

Il

MeT,

Z \

I KNOW WE Just

NEED YOu TO
LOovVE ME -

T 5upPosE -

BUT I REALLY

IT WAS SORT OF LIKE "BREAKFAST AT
TIFFANY'S,
HOLLY GLOUBLHTLY |6 AN UNSTABLE ,
CRANK-SNORTING SOCIWOPATH -
IMifit | v.'.\’”\w
R “I“ﬂl. LN

DOES THIS PLACE
HAVE A LIQUOR
LICENSE Z
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™

WHAT HAPPENED
TO MEZ T ET
50 MANY YEARS
5LIP AWAY... [T'S
UNBELIEVABLE HOW
FAST T GOES +»..

ALREADY A
BROKEN MAN
AND NOW THIS. ..

T CAN'T TALK TO PEOPLE ANYMORE. TOO MANY YEARS ALONE, LIVING IN MY OWN
HEAD. TI'VE FORGOTTEN ALL THE SUBTLE NUANCES OF HUMAN INTERACTION .

EACH NEW G6ENERATION SEEMS MORE AND MORE ALIEN TO ME. T DON'T WANT
TO KNOW ABOUT THEIR VARIOUS FADS AND TELHNOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENTS. I DON'T
CARE TO DWEWL ON THE SIGNIFIERS OF MY INCREASING |RRELEVANCE

“ ;’g l ““ . f% —

PICKING UP
MY LAUNDRY -

TESUS, WHAT ELSE
WOULD T BE DOING?

WHY AM T
SHOUTINGZ ) S0RRY, T- T0O
MUCH COFEEE THIS
MORNING , YOU KNOW 2

\ COFFEE ?
NOU KNOW
COFFEEZ

IN ANOTHER 10

I

-

L

| pEl
i‘ |

ALL T WANT 15 SOMEONE TO EAT BREAKFAST
WITH ON SUNDAY MORNING , SOMEONE TO READ
THE PARTS OF THE PAPER I THROW AWAY
(TRAVEL , GARDEN). SOMEONE TO...

< CAN YOU PASS
ME ANOTHER
BAGEL, DARLI

THERE'S

YEARS, THERE WON'T
EVEN BE ANY
BOOKSTORES LEFT !

ALLOWED (T TO HAPPEN, AND T WILL DIE, ALONE AND
FORGOTTEN, WITHOUT A SINGLE -

7, T

MY OWN PERSONAL APOCALYPSE 1S OF NO SIGNIFICANCE
AT ALL, AND T DON'T BLAME ANYONE BUT MYSELF. T

ARE You
MARSHALL Z

I CAN'T
BELIEVE

Heee

I'M 50 50RRY -
I WENT TO THE
WRONE& PLACE *

YOU'RE STILL
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JesUs, I'm
PLASTERED !
( So0BER UP' -
Seat |

YEAH, THAT'S ...
DEFINITELY, T /-
ABSOLUTELY . You

50... HOW
DO YOU KNOW

SHE'S ASKING You A
QUESTION, MARSHALL- B
CONCENTRATE

OH MY 60D
OH MY GOD
OH MY 6OD %
I'M ON A
DATE WITH A
BEAUTIFUL

M

< g ¢ T REALLY HAVE TO URINATE,
p Ko i v]éw?/avzletu,z( # BUT T DON'T DARE LEAVE THE

_ TABLE . MUSTN'T GIVE HER
BUT WIS WIFE- (™1 2 THE CHANCE TO ESCAPE
< )
Yes, i
THAT WIFE . 2
Y A o

I MET HER)]
THROUGH A
FRIEND AT

YES, ABSOLUTELY....

v

i

MY 60D, LOOK AT HER, T MOST BEAUTIFUL WOMEN TURN BUT SHE SEEMS SO CHEERFUL v DEAR 60D, COULD IT BEZ
DON'T STAND A CHANCE - 50 BITTER WHEN THE REALITIES AND 6OOD-NATURED AND L DOES SHE ACTUAUY NOT
OF AGING SET IN. HARD TO BLAME NONTUDGMENTAL --. T WONDER LOATHE ME 2
THEM I SUPPUSE . IT MUST BE WHAT TIM AND YUKI TOLD HER »\9
KIND OF AWFUL - p ABOUT ME 7 - 6‘:» 2

THIS 15 UNBEARABLE, THE 50, UH . CAN > :

GREATEST MOMENT OF MY LIFE, NOU EXCUSE - T WAS TusT DON'T WORRY, ANOTHER

AND T'M ABOUT TO WET MY MINDLESSLY T ALWAYS READ SECOND AND
5 THE SKIMMING THE SEX COLUMN T'M GONG

THG PAPERZ OW, A THROUGH THE- FIRST - o exPLODE !

YOuRrs 2 T WAS TUST:
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"I ALWAYS ReAD

THE SEX COLUMN
FIR&T .

SHE WouLD
NEVER SAY THAT
|F SHE THOUGHT
I WAS A CREEP-

GOOD MORNING ,
MARSHALL -~ WOULD
You LIKE 50Me
COFFEE Z

THANK
NOU . DEAR -

W . .

]

JA

7z 77
A/ 7 7 1T T TN

ANOTHER PERFECT
SUNDAY -

DARUING Z

CAN YOU PASS
THE STYLE SECTION,

I OFTEN REGRET THAT
WE DIDN'T MEET EARLIER
IN LIFE , BUT PERHAPS IT'S
FOR THE BEST. PERHAPS
IT'S ONLY THROUGH AN
INTIMACY WITH LONELINESS

/

O.K., MARSHALL -

CLEAR YOUR HEAD -
EVERYTHING'S 0.K.
EVERYTHINGS O.K .

WHY DO YOUR
FANTASIES ALWAYS
INVOLVE BAGELS 2

N
S

S =

IT'S TIME TO
TURN ON THE CHAR -

0. K., MARSHALL -
PLAY T CoOL -
EVERYTHING'S O- K- ...

OH, THANK
Gov -

SHE SAID |T WAS AN OLD
FRIEND CALLING OUT OF THE
BLUE, SOMEONE SHE HADN'T
SEEN (N A LON& TIME -

T STEELED MYSELF FOR THE
INEVITABLE "T KIND OF JUST
STARTED SEEING SOMEONE, "
OR T HOPE YOW DON'T 6ET
THE WRONG IDEA," BUT IT

IMsS0 NO NO -
S0RRY. THAT NOT AT ALL -
b WAS REALLY n

OBNOXIOUS - 50, \NE

SHoul

HEAD O\
TOTH

DIDN'T COME -

T WAS STARTING TO FEEL AS
|F, AT THE VERY LEAST, I

HAD PASSED THE HURDLE OF
INSTANT DISMISSAL -

50, UNFORTUNATELY
THERE'S THIS PARTY
T KIND OF HAVE TO

©O TO LATER --.-
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A PARTY ! A PARTY TO
WHICH T WAS PRESUMABLY
NOoT INVITED /

THIS WAS QUITE A BLOW, BUT
THE NEWLY (NVIGORATED (SUGHTLY

0 T'M REALLY 50 SORRY

ABOUT THAT - T HATE

PEOPLE WHO TJABBER ON
THEIR CELLPHONES !

T MEAN , NOT
F cOURSE '

()
\@)
(D
.

CHAPTER 7

AARGH . T SHOULD HAVE MEMORIZED
A LIST OF CONVERSATION ToPIS BEFORE
THE DATE. T'VE ALREADY USED UP
MY BASIC CHITCHAT MATERIAL '

WAKE WP, \DIOT!

DRUNK, MORRIDLY DESPERATE)
MARSHALL WAS NOoT YET
READY TO (ONCEDE '

AGK HER A
GUESTION

50, HAVE You
EVER BEEN MAPRIEDZ

MY 60D, SHE GETS
MORE PERFECT
BY THE SECOND '

O.K., MARSHALL - NOW'S THE PERFECT TIME To SHOW WHAT A SYMPATHETIC

GREAT MOVE, GENIUS ! ,
AND ATTENTIVE LISTENER YOU ARE - EYE CONTALT, MARSHALL | CONCENTRATE !

SHE'S DUMBSTRUCK BY
YOUR OBNOXIOUS PRYING |

I'M SORRY -
THAT'S PROBABLY WAY
TOO PERSONAL. TI-

DO YOW REALLY
WANT TO HEAR THE
WHOLE MISERABLE

STORY 2

50 HERE'S THE BASIC
OIST ! GHE DATED THIS
TERK IN GRAD SCHOOL
AND THEY MOVED (N
TOCETHER, THERE WERE
A FEW BREAKUPS AWNG
THE WAY, BUT THEY
REMAINED A (OUPLE FOR
15 YEARS .

ﬂl-—ﬂlllﬂm‘
50, ONE DAY, THEY HAVE |"
THIS BIG FIGHT, AND GHE
5AYS THEY DON'T HAVE To
HAVE A BABY , BUT WULON'T |
THEY AT LEAST GET MARRIED
AFTER ALL THESE YEARSZ

EVENTUALLY SHE WANTED A BABY. HE KEPT PUTTING IT OFF AND

y
THINGS STARTED TO ©0 DOWNHILL - “ T FeEL LIKE

YOU'RE ASHAMED OF
ME OR SOMETHING -

ALL HE DID WAS
LAUGH . COULDN'T DEAL
WITH \T, T 6UESS -

— =
== @ ="
(Yl T

LATER THEY PATCHED THINGS UP, BUT EVERY TIME
SHE WENT INTO THAT ROOM, THE LAUGH WAS THERE .

AND AFTER A WHILE THERE
NOTHING ELSE -

I JUST WANTED TO
LET YOou KNOW WE'RE
OUT OF THE PENNE.

DO You KNOW
WHERE T PUT MY /¢

27
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WHEN TIM TOLD ME SHE
WAS "ONE OF A KIND," T
THOUGHT HE WAS JUST
TRYING TO SELL ME ON
THE WHOLE BLIND - DATE
CONCEPT. T SHOULD
HAVE TAKEN HIM AT HIS
WORD ; SHE'S A MIRACLE !

AND NOW, WITH HER OWN
a TRAGIC STORY DRAWING TO A
CLOSE, HERE WAS A CHANCE
TO CEMENT OUR BOND IN
MUTUAL MISERY WITH MY
OWN UNTOPPABLE LEGALY
OF ROMANTIC WOE -

AFRAID T KNOW
EXACTLY Y
WHAT You B>
MEAN. I- 7R

WHAT THE 2!

777N

REMEMBER THE OLD
DAYS, BACK WHEN

You MET THE MI5SUS2
YOU USED TO BE
ABLE TO BRING IT/

\} ]

wrat "LIE" 2
YOU'RE KEEPING
PERSONAL STUFF TO
YOURSELF, THAT'S ALL '
WHAT'S THIS BIG
COMPULSION TO SPILL

THE BEANS 2

K
-~

BUT I DON'T
WANT TO LIE-
T WANT HER
TO KNOW
THE REAL -

v
~
-

:
5
é

WHAT ARE You
DOING 2/ poN'T
BUM HER OUT WITH
YOUR &0B-SISTER
NONSENSE! WHAT'S
WRON& WITH You {2

LEAST TELL
HER T WAS
MARRIED Z

()
\@)
(D
.

CHAPTER 8

WHAT ARE YOU GONNA SAYZ “HI, I'M
A BI6 (RYBABY LOSER WHO DIDN'T 60O
ON A DATE FOR SIX YEARS UNTIL T MET
2\ A DERANGED HOOKER AND NOW
=_ T'M READY FOR SOME SEROUS
LOVIN', BABY ! Z

THAT STUEF DON'T PLAY, BRO' ! Y'GOTTA
LOOSEN UP ON THE FACTS - MAKE HER

THINK YOU'RE NOT THE UTTERLY UNWANTED
UITTLE NOTHING YOU REALLY ARE [/

BUT SHE'S
DIFFERENT. T

CAN BE HONEST
WITH HER -~~~

NOBODY'S
DIFFERENT/

SAVE IT FOR THE HONEYMOON
TEW HER YOUWRE A

"SUCLESSFUL SELF-EMPLOYED
BACHELOR WHO'S TIRED
OF PLAYING THE FIELD.'

"SUCLESSFUL"Z T CAN'T
EVEN AFFORD TO PAY FOR
THIS DINNER! UNLESS
SOMETHING (OMES ALONG
BY THE END OF THE MONTH,
T'LL BE LIVING N MY CAR

LOOK, 1 GET THAT
YOU'RE A LOSER - T'M JuisT
SAYIN', BEST TO TAKE IT

ONE STEP AT A TIME -

BUT WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN SHE FINDS OUT THE
TRUTH?Z T CAN'T Just-

JEEZUS !
FORGLET T
SAID ANYTHING /

60D, HERE
T AM G6OING ON
AND ON ABOUT
MY STUPID EX -
LET'S TALK ABOUT
You FOR A CHANGE *
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#( 80, MARSHALL .- WHAT'S ME Z T'VE PERFECT. HEREZ
YOUR:+- YOI KNOW, YOUR HAD SOME UPS DON'T EVEN YUK 4 YES, AN
Y HISTORY " Z AND DOWN, T MENTION THE UNFORTUNATE
SUPPOSE -+« MARRIAGE - s e MISMATCH,
= 77 Z, A\ T'M AFRAID ..
B i = YUK! SAID %/? N
P Z o= YOUu WERE
V/Z///\l\\\ / MARRIED 2 z - ,\%
: =\

| .,ég )))

| A

STEADY, MARSHALL-
HERE'S YOUR BIG
CHANCE TO WIN
HER OVER <+

N\ D 4

WHAT'S THIS
LUy upP 10 2

\
“ —a

S~

YUKL SAID YOU WERE T'VE BEEN
SELF- EMPLOVYED 2 VERY
FORTUNATE -

YES, IT WAG...
T WAS...

YOU KNOW ... WHERE'S THE

IT WAS NOT 2

—_ 5,0 600D ... MANAGER 2
e ‘
Lz \

H@HL ! WHY DID T THAT MUST
SAY THATZ! PAY BE NICE: -
ATTENTION, MARSHALL "

60 AWAY /.
YOU'RE
THROWING OFF
MY RHYTHM /

50, WHAT

RANDY ! GET
EXALTLY DO YOU - €

H
WHY YOou OUT OF HERE *

EATIN' IN THIS
PLACE IF YOU
AIN'T" 60T » T'LL BE THE FIRST TO
A DOLLARZ! [], ; AONT ARy T ean Lose. JTHS

N MY TEMPER ON OCASION, @
SOMETIMES TO AN

INAPPROPRIATE DEGREE -

T'M NOT EXACTLY SURE -—\Q
WHAT (T IS ABOUT THIS
PARTICULAR FELLOW, BUT
HE SEEMS TO PROVOKE IN

ME A CERTAIN KNEE -

JERK NEGATIVE RESPONSE -

T'M REALLY

SORRY, SIR: WOW, You
REALLY

0T UPSET.

%M‘l QUICK, MARSHALL-
B e

YOU KNOW:.
HE WAS
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MISTER WONDERF

THIS |5 REALLY
600D, SURE
YOU DON'T WANT

HA HA .
NO, You
&0 AHEAD .-

LOOK AT THAT, EATING

HER CAKE UKE A LITTLE
G\RL ; 50 INNOCENT AND
CUILELESS ...

WHEW ! TORN FROM
THE CLUTCHES OF
DEFEAT

HL,
NATALIE «

HERE , THIS

MARSHALL - 15 FOR YOU

AN

~o~

Sl

IT'S A 35,000 - NORD \
TREATISE ON HOW YOU'RE
THE GREATEST HUMAN BEING

oD, I'M
STUFFED -

IF ONLY T HAD DONE SOMETHING
WITH MY UFE. |F ONLY I COULD
IMPRESS HER WITH SOME

ACLLOMPUSHMENT, OR.....

AAARGH ! WHY DID T HAVE TO
SAY THAT STUPID THING ABOUT
MAKING MONEY /2 WHAT

AN IDIOT/,

WHO EVER EX‘STE—D_/

BRR !
T'S GETTING
CHILLY -

NATALIE, I'M NOT WHAT
YOU THINK - T'M A DAMAGED,

YUck. T
FEEL LIKE A
TOTAL P&

YES, YOu
LOOK QUITE

UH OH | WHAT'S
WRONG 2 DID
I TOUCH A
NERVE 2

OM, JESUS ¢
I'M S0 SORRY !
T DON'T
KNOW WHAT'S
WRONG WITH

ACTUALLY,
T T'M
BuLlMiC -

KIDDING,
MARSHALL -

WOULD YOU (ARE
FOR ANYTHING
ELSE Z MORE COFFEE?

MEETING YOU WAS
THE BEST THING THAT
EVER HAPp....

TI'M A GONER,
NATALIE .

NATALIE

o=
G

MARSHALL

R
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CLEARLY, WE'RE
PERFECT FOR
EACH OTHER.

OR AT LEAST
SHE'S PERFECT FOR
ME. T WOULD NEVER &
PRESUME TO-- -

I MEAN, |T'S PRETTY
CLEAR SHE LIKES ME -
SHE PROBABLY HAS

TIM AND YUKl
OBVIOUSLY KNEW
WHAT THEY WERE
DOWNG WHEN
THEY SET UP
THIS DATE .

TJUST AS MUCH RIDING
y ON THIS AS T DO o -
/ '//////)”\\\\\\

-

\5)’ \t\
(©
=

TESUS, WHY AM T
SELF - DEPRECATING
EVEN IN MY OWN
INTERIOR MONOLOGUEZ

13 ) L

50, WHAT NOW 2 MAYBE THAT'S ToO
DO T TRY TO MUCH . MAYBE T
KIs6 HER 2 LHOULD SEE |F

WAIT A MINUTE -
WHAT 15 SHE
HEAD >
Why| SAYING Z
E \
\

BUT, I.-T

PP 2! WHY ARE
THOUGHT MAYBE - I W

YOU DOING THISZ |5 1T
ABOUT THE HOMELESS 6WY 2

I'M 50 SORRY T LOST
MY TEMPER IN THERE . You
MUST THINK T'M -

S0, I'VE HAD
A REALLY NICE
TIME , MARSHALL, AND

50 T'W DEFIN\TEL\(

IT'S BEEN A LONG
DAY, AND UNFORTUNATELY
THERE'S THAT

STUPID PARTY

“INO

(//Z/” )

o~

h

ITS BEEN
NICE MEETING
YOou, MARSHALL-

T
ABSO

PLEASE !
YOU CAN'T
JusT-

LUTELY

NO L WHAT ARE [
YOW DOING 2L
COME BACK [

q ~—
® T

WAS T THE FAT JOKE 2
T DIDN'T MEAN IT !
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YOU ARE ALONE AND
WILL ALWAYS BE ALONE,
7 2 2 < : ANOTHER MISERABLE 5LOB IN
m I" . 4 5 N A WORLD TEEMING WITH YOUR
—— 7 )

WRETCHED ILK., THAT'S JusT
50, THIS 15 THE WAY (T |5~
IWM

1T, MARSHALL -
You LETBYOMESELF BE
SEDUCED BY FALSE HOPE, AND WHY WOULD SHE 2
MARSHALL: CLEARLY, WHAT THE HELL |5 WRONG

P N

o IT'6 TIME
= TO EACE THE

f

N ]

- -
SHE DIDN'T EVEN - WITH YOUZ SOMEBODY SMILES AT o TRUTH, M-
YOou, AND YOU THINK YOU'RE
GODDAMN DAVID CASSIDY L o - %/ — WHA-

<

The Strip will resume in two weeks. 27
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_ " THANK 60D/
EN MARGHALL 2 3 4 THANK 60D
\\ ARSHALL p— YOU'RE 0O.K-

\ 1 )

) —

AFTER T 60T
THAT PHONE cALL
ABOUT THE PARTY,

T Just...
I 60T KIND OF
PREOCLUPIED, AND /-
T JTUusT COUDN'T
FOCUS ON WHAT
WE WERE
TALKING ABOUT

..o ACTUALLY — MARSHALL, T
T Feel MucH REALLY NEED TO

MORE (OMFORTABLE APOLOGIZE -
HERE THAN T
DID AT THE
RESTAURANT: -~

LIKE THE
FOOD BETTER-

2 BELIEVE ME, T'M T MEAN, T CAN'T BELIEVE 1V, 0
I WAS PRETENDING THE ONE WHO SHOULD T ACTUALLY TOLD You I I\/?\,{EfTue‘ﬂ:hNiu 0
TO BE ALL CUTE AND BUBBLY, APOLOGIZE . BASICALLY, HAVE A LOT OF MONEY . T'M THE MOST
BUT MY MIND WAS RACING EVERYTHING T I MUST BE INSANE 2 RIDICULOUS - - -

SAID TONIGHT
WAS A LlE -

WITH THE AMOST HORRIBLE
THOUGHTS -+~

NOT ONLY AM T TOTALLY
BROKE, WITH NO PROSPE(TS

| FOR THE FUTURE,
NOT ABOUT Z BUT T HAVEN'T //
You . OF X BEEN ON A /

COURSE .

DATE IN
~[ 51X YEARS!

DID YOou REALLY

BELIEVE ME, 50, 1T WELL, PUNCH HIM IN THE

AT LEAST N\A'IZSHALL - WASN' T THAT WAS

NOW T v IT'S NOT 4 BECAUSE A UTTLE WANT TO 60

GET WH You . I YELLED DISTURBING, TO A PARTY,

THE DeATE TVve eor AT THE T GUESS-. - MARSHALLZ
ENDED A FEW HOMELESS ’
AT 9 “I55UES " GUY 2

o'cLock - MYSELF .- ’

I DON'T WANT

53
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WAIT | SLOW
DOWN... T THINK
THAT'S (T..

SORRY AGAIN
ABOUT THE CAR

MY HUMMER
15 IN

7/,

AN HOUR A0, YO WERE SLINKING

HOME TO STICK YOUR HEAD IN THE

OVEN , AND THEN YOU PUNCHED A

HOMELESS MAN IN THE FACE , AND
NOW, HERE YOU AFRE -

MY GOD, MARSHALL , HOW
DID IT HAPPENZ HOW DID
YOU GET HERE 2

S5lH L WHY
WOuLD T EVEN

YOU KNOW, BACK ON OUR DIDN‘T
DATE, T REALLY DIDN'T THINK "\ WANT THEM | AT 2
IT WAS A GOOD IDEA TO BRING ) TO THINK:- :

YOU ALONG YOou KNOW...
>

TO THIS /e
B

)
s
S

# TO HELL WITH

» THEM . T NEBVER
EVEN LIKED THEM -

AND WHERE EXACTLY
ARE YOUZ HAVE You
REGAINED B SHRED OF
HOPE, OR 1S THIS
MERELY PROLONGING
THE AGONY Z

“BACK
ON OUR

THEY'RE HIS
FRIENDS, NOT

<

DON'T WORRY -
HE'S NOT
(OMING -

WHAT DOES SHE
WANT WITH MEZ AM
I JUsT A FRIEND TO

MAYBE T SHOULD
JUST LEAVE RIGHT
NOW., CLEARLY, SHE( T REALLY

0.K., 50 THIS
15 SOME KIND
OF TEST. AN
EMOTIONAL

HURDLE SHE THIS WILL

HAS 1O CROSS-

T'M SURE HE'S ouT
WITH S5OME (REEPY
SKANK, "MAKING UpP

FOR LOST TIME "

TS JusT..-
I HAVEN'T SEEN
ANY OF THESE
PEOPLE SINCE..-

IT'M JUsT

A LITTLE </~

BE 600D

LOOK AT HER-
SHE'S SHAKING
UKE A LEAF -

OH.w HU! WE
WEREN'T SURE You
WERE (OMING

9 W

The Strip will resume in two weeks. 29



—
DN
&
EX
~
b
\@.
(D
(2

THE STRIP ; m% By DANIEL CLOWES CHAPTER 15

L 1]
= = 50 HERE I AM...

BUT BEFORE T HAVE A CHANCE TO DBUGHTFUL , EHZ WAL, ‘2',""
RECALBRATE MY "GAME PLAN" IN LIGHT 5 PEOPLE !
OF THI& SHOCKING REVELATION , SHE 1S H 3 E

BGONE, WHISKED OFE BY OUR HOSTS, AFTER ‘

THE MOST CURSORY OF INTRODUCTIONS, o || (U &a

SOME QUWIET BACK ROOM EOR “A (ITTLE CHAT." N 4 Yo :

we'tL —
HAVE HER
BACK IN TW

‘% S
ATy

€ [l
{4

IN FROM THE LOCAL METHADONE cLINIC TU STEAL
YOUR WALLETS AT KNIFEPOINT, BUT T ASSURE
YOUu T HAVE NO SUCH INTENTIONS /

~N

MY 60D, LOOK BT THEM .
HOW CAN THEY BE SO
HAPPYZ DON'T THEY

KNOW THE REST OF US
ARE SUFFERIN®Z

LET'S FACE |\T - THEY'RE BETTER THAN
WE ARE , AND THEY KNOW IT. THERE'S
CERTAINLY NO USE IN ARLUING
THE POINT , THAT'S FOR SURE -

T SHOULD PROBABLY TRY TO
T‘?ALK HEIZ DOWN BEFORE -

HAVE YOU
EVER HEARD
OF THI6 VODKAZ,
MY 60D,
WHAT

"I SEE YOU'RE WEARING A 5@0 o000
WATCH , BUT DEEP DOWN, DON'T YOu
SECRETIN ENVY MY @E\M. SONEWHAT
PARANOID PERSPELTIVE ON THE
HUMAN CONDITIONZ "

OH, MY 60D ! T CAN'T BELEVE IT'S ABSOLUTELY UNBEUE ACTUALLY | COME 10
THEVY'RE SERVING THOSE AWFUL , EVERY SINGLE PARTY (TY BEHJX@AkX?ZE? THINK OF \T, T WAS .
FROZEN CRAB THINGS AGAIN ! VES, 5 A : o INARRIED
= s DISASTER z
THINGS ARE ROUGH ALL OVER, ) BEYOND HUMAN ,
LADY. THERE'S ALSD A GENOCDE .7 -\ | comprerension
IN DAFZFU\E T HEAR - i\ N T BECTEY

o A OH, THAT. WELL , GOOD )| |
50, WHAT LITTLE RUN-IN WITH ON YOU, / X I NEED TOTA
HAPPENED 2 A PURSE-SNATLHER: BROTHER ! \ To You. TS urztg(ENTi

WELL, T
WAS A LONG

ME %

NO, JusT
A (ONCERNED

CITIZEN .

MARSHALLZ
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I S5WEAR TO OD WE DIDN'T
INVITE HIM — HE MUST HAVE
COME WITH SOMEBODY ELSE -
BELIEVE ME, WE NEVER
==  WOWD HAVE -

\
|
/

YoUu NEED TO GET NATALIE OUT OF |
HERE AS SOON AS YOu CAN. MY WIFE
HAS HER EYE ON HER, BUT WE DON'T
WANT ANOTHER Bl& SCENE, YOU KNOW?Z

AND IF SHE FINDS OUT ABOUT -

T wuaT b0 et 50,YELH,
| YOU MEANZ WHAT SHH ! D BE
"'B|@ SCENE" Z| HE'S LOOKING T HAPPY T

= THIS WAY ! LEND YOI
THAT

NATALIE MARSIALL: Q}i@@i’;’f)
.
/s

I MISSED
You , BABY-

HA V" Ay, NAT- HOW'D \

HA.  YOU UIKE To 60 TO

TOKYO WITH ME THIS
\/%KEND Z
- 4 5

50, WHATLL IT BE,
BABY - A LIFE OF THRILUNG
EXCITEMENT, OR THIS GUY Z

# 2H@ THIS STUPID #@ 4 & HOUSE L HOW MANY
ROOMS DO THESE PEOPLE NEED Z NATALIE / WHERE
ARE You 2

I'VE BEEN THINKING
ABOUT U5 AND THE
WHOLE BABY THING,
Y'KNOWZ

>/—\ / DON'T TAKE T PERSONALLY,

DUDE . NAT AND T HAVE
LOOK, T'M A LONG HISTORY.
WARNING

IT'S TIME TO 60, NATALIE ¢
——

ALREADY LEFT BY HERSELF...-.

#@ 4 &L MOVE,

SHE PROBABLY ALREADY KNOWS HE'S DEAR 60D, 1 CAN'T STAND ANOTHER K . HH’H
HERE, SHE'S PROBABLY OFF IN A CORNER SECOND IN THIS HORRIBLE PLACE ¢ NATALIE / MARSHALL ! A oo, ”
SOMEWHERE , 50BBING; OR MAYBE SHE IF T DON'T FIND HER 500N, T'LL- o

G2

21
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THE STRIP ; m@m By DANIEL CLOWES CHAPTER 17

SR\ I ] 7
AND 60, TO RECAP OUR CURRENT SITUATION"
NATALIE (HEROINE) , HAVING BRAVELY FACED THE
DEMUNS OF HER PAST, 15 IN A FRALILE STATE OF
TEMPORARY ELATION , UNAWARE THAT (ATASTROPHE
15 AT HAND IN THE PERSON OF HER EX- BOYFRIEND,
NOAH (RIVAL). 1T'S6 UP TO ME (HERD) TO GET
HER OUT OF HERE BEFORE HIS DIABOLICAL
PRESENCE |5 REVEALED.

e

SHE'S A BIG
6IRL - SHE'W
PROBABLY THINK
IT'S FUNNY! AND
YOU'RE GONNA

YEAH, T MEAN,
I'M MORE THAN
HAPPY TO STAY ,
BUT I JusT THIN

HOLD ON, CHIEF -
D THAT “"HONESTY"
GIMMICK WAS WORKING HAVE TO TELL HER
PRETTY GOOD BACK AT sONAK K KK

IN THE HOSPITAL /////‘;H\\\\\ \/ :

/" —_— | eEVEKYIBOUUY'S PEINGC MAYBE YD'/\
; = 20 Niee ¢ OUGHTA JusT
N TELL HER ABOUT
3 — 4
N e C— [
’ Z5

=S
=
AN
=

~’

A

/
R 277 N
@) 7
T | I'M NOT ONE FOR THE HARD SELL, BUT T 6UESS IT'S [ \\creoiBLe! i
DESPERATE TIMES CALL FOR ETC., ETL., AND 50, D A MATTER OF 1| (pove 6% JF WE
= IN A MOMENT OF PANIC-INDUCED LUCIDITY, T MAY ACTUALLY -

SOMEHOW FIND THE WORDS TO MOUNT A
PERSUASIVE PITCH .

Sl |
)

GREAT, OREAT ...

/ /////j\

/
/

i L\\\\\\\@

il

50, T bUESS
MAYBE I'M GETTING
A UTTLE TIRED...: NATALIEZ 15

THAT You 2

= 2,

OH, T

./ OH, MY 60D - LUCKILY, HER LITTLE
JUST 4

OH, NO - THIS ONE AGAIN ! T HAVEN'T Toul | MONOLDGUE 16 50 see- | B THAT CERTAINLY THANK YOU, HORRIBLE

IF YOU 50 MUCH AS MENTION CENTERED, SHE DOESN T WAGN'T THE MOST WOMAN !
NOAH'S NAME , T'LL MURDER \LOEV\‘NAEg&;EO,“ HAVE ROOM FOR - SENSITIVE THING | WELL, NG AR T
YOU RIOHT HERE ON THE ’ JUST BE \ TO SAY TO A WE WERE IT 10 THE DOOR /.-

SPOT, YOU MISERABLE -+ - CHILDLESS 39 - JusT

THAN
UL B YEAR-OLD. LEAVING.

YOu DON'T
HAVE KIDS

MINUTE TO

BLAH, BLAH, BLAH !
WRAP T UP, LADY !
THE METER'S
RUNNING 4
T

DEAR 60D, \$ |T POSSIBLE 2
ARE WE ACTUALLY GONG TO -

O.K., MARSHALL-
STAY CALM | THIS
16 NO TIME TO LO

WHERE'S THE HAVE You = = OH, DEAR
@& (ONT ROOM?Z SEEN A y
= RED PURSEZ

— X

T SHOWLD
BE RIOHT H-

25
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THE STRIP 5 CHAPTER 18

I JUST WANT TO THANK

YOU FOR BEING SUCH A

JERK, AND THMG,AFQI?
- -

AND THERE BEFORE ME STANDS NOAH
IN INTIMATE PROXIMITY TO A WOMAN WHO
COULD ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS A YOUNGER
(AND MORE PREGNANT ) VERSION OF
NATAUE -

cry, Y . O2\\ONES
e Y KNoWZ '

NATALIE 15 A ]
@?D%NATALAD\‘((, \:‘T_{f_? A M
ADY -
HOW DAre T DOINGZ

HEY'RE (LOOKING AT ME
LIKE I'M INSANE. TIME
TO 6O, MARSHALL

] =

AND 50, WITH PURSE IN HAND, T HEAD FOR THE
DOOR , A FUTURE OF HAPPINESS NOT 30
PACES DOWN THE HALL -

— f

IF T COULD JUST TURN AND WALK OuT,
EVERYTHING WOULD BE FINE , BUT
WHAT KIND OF MAN WOULD T BE TO LET
HIM GET AWAY WITH THIS5Z A REAL MAN
WOULD 5AY SOMETHING ,WOULDN'T HEZ

YOU'RE THE
eUY WHO'S HERE
WITH NATALIE,

RIGHTZ

WORD OF WARNING,

BROTHER - YOU'RE

IN FOR A WORLD
OF TROUBLE !

You NEED TO
©ET OUT OF HERE
WHILE THE SPECIFIC DETAILS OF SUBSERUENT RIGHT NOW
EVENTS ARE CERTAINLY OPEN TO DISCUSSION | T

WILL ALLOW THAT I MAY HAVE PERHAPS

ELEVATED THE TENSION WITH AN INAPPROPRIATELY
PERSONAL REMARK , WHICH PROVOKED FROM HIM
A KNEE-TERK RESPONSE (A PREPOSTEROUS LIE
ABOUT NATALIEY), WHICH N TURN MAY HAVE LED
TO THE UNINTENDED JOSTLING (IF THAT) OF HIS
INTERCEDING WIFE , BUT WHICH IN NO WAY
WARRANTED THE BRUTAL PUMMEUNG TO WHICH

I OWE MY PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCE (BLEEDING
AND UNCONSCIOUS AMID THE HIGH-END

RUBBLE OF A TOPPLED ENTERTAINMENT CENTERY .

FORGET ABOUT HER !

THAT'S NOT GONNA WORK
OuT, O.K.2 NOW GET UP
AND GET OUT REFORE

I CALL THE COP5 4

THERE SHE 15. NOT
EVEN A GLANCE AT
HER FALLEN HERO:

LOOK, T DON'T EVEN
KNOW YOU - YOU'RE
PROBABLY A 6OOD 6UY,
BUT SHE'S JUST NOT IN

A PLACE WHERE SHE

T'5 O.K.,

FRIEND -
YOou CAN
STOP NOW-

BELIEVE ME,
T GET THE
P\CTURE

23
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THE STRIP CHAPTER19
IN A WORLD UKE THIS,
= TO EVEN THINK ABOUT |E THOSE ARE HER FRIENDS, WHO NEEDS
.-uumm TI/M GLAD THE STUPID TV 60T cgﬁgu&/\eprz ELECTRONICS. HERZ  *AOUR NINTH Bl@—ecrz'eeN dv o enow Y vou
BROKEN . WHO THE #@4% CARES Z NEORCIVABLER BROKEN - WELL, BOO-R0O " ... "I'VE LOT A AMED A poul
SOUUTION Y BUY ANOTHER ONE_ ’,’,’,,, NDY 2
= DOLLA
= § 5PARE A
u'" voLLar 2 JIK
=\ &
7+ \\ R AN
0
7=
A<\
V7 i\

IT'S KIND OF A RELIEF, TO BE
HONEST. T DON'T KNOW |F T
(OULD HANDLE THE PRESSURE
OF A RELATIONSHIP WITH

WHAT WOULD T 50LVE,
ANYWAYZ NOTHING,
REALLY + »- -

IF THOSE ARE Hg
FRIENDS, WHO N
HER, RIGHTZ

THE IMPORTANT
THING (5 TO MAKE
A CLEAN BREAK -

T'M NOT

— 1

P NEEDING
FROM YOu,
MEDAY

©OING TO BEO
SOMEONE TO
LOVE ME !
'm A GOOD
PERSON

T NEED TO ALLEPT THE

SO0MEONE LIKE THAT
TRUTH AND MOVE ON .

IF T HAD A BLADE,
I'D SLICE YOUR THROAT
AND LEAVE YOU FOR DEAD ¢

EVEN F BY S0ME MIRACLE T WAS e
ABLE TO LURE HER BACK TO MY DANK 3
HOVEL, DID T REALY IMAGINE T
WOULD "GET LUCKY " WHEN
SHE SAW HOW NEATLY
"\ T STACKED MY
DISTURBING HEAPS
OF PACK-RAT TUNKZ

T ENTER THIS
APARTMENT A
DIFFERENT MAN
FROM THE ONE
WHO LEFT IT.
THIS 16 THE
BEGINNING OF
A WHOLE NeW
MARSHALL - -+

OH, 60D
T FORGOT
/' I CLEANED

YOU HAVE
NO NEW MESSALES.

248 AM PST

I CAN'T LET
MYSELF FAWL BACK
INTO OLD HABITS -

GO0D OR BAD,
THIS HAS TO BE A
NEW BE&INNING.

ALL 5ALES
FINAL ' EVERYTHIN
MUST GO/,

HE L@ !/

OUTRBID AGAIN:

HE@X $
LUCKY MOTO55 !

Ho you want to get
break fast ?

n.
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AND 50 YUK| TOLD ME ALL
ABOUT NATALIE - THE £OOD
("5HE'S TOTALLY HILARIOUS")
ALONG WITH SOME BAD (“DID
SHE SAY ANYTHING ABOUT
THE RESTRAINING ORDERZ").

WHEN T FINALLY CALLED NATALIE, SHE
SOUNDED 50 HAPPY TO HEAR MY VOICE -
SHE WAS GENUINELY GRATEFUL THAT

I HAD "DEFENDED HER HONOR"
(NEVER MIND THAT T 60T PUMMELED
IN THE PROCESS). “IT'S THE PERFECT
FINAL SENTENCE TO THAT WHOlE

OH, 6OD - T'M SORRY %
T FORGOT IT WAS
SUNDAY » -7+ NO, DON'T

WAKE HWM up, IT'S
TJUST -~»

50 HERE T AM- T
KNOW, T KNOW, BUT
DON'T WORRY - T KNOW ||
WHAT I'M DOING- IT'M
NOT ABOUT TO LEAP
BACK INTO THE RING
JUST YET .

o

ACTUALLY, COULD
I MAYBE TALK

TO YOU FOR A
MINUTE Z

YOU MENTION
THAT BEFORE

I HAD A LON& NIGHT
TO THINK THINGS OVER,
AND A VERY HELPFUL

THAT'S

CONVERSATION WITH TIM 1\—1\[/2[0/‘5(,'[3&"1”
AND YUKI THIS MORNING. HAVE -

WE WOUND UP TALKING FOR A5 T SIT WITH HER

A LON&G TIME, AND SHE T FEEL AS IF T'MA IN COMPLETE NOW, IT'S REMARKABLE
CLEARED WP A LOT OF THE CONTROL OFE WHAT HAPPENS (OR \ HOW HER AF[:E'CZT(HA‘»N T KNOW THIS
RUESTIONS T HAD ABOUT HER DOESN'T ), AND T AIM TO TAKE THINGS | fi CHANGED, THERE'S A SEEMS TOTALLY CRAZY,

PAST (THE BULIMIA THING | VERY SLOWLY (IF AT ALL) - ; OPENNESS ABOUT HER-
FOR EXAMPLE, WAS ONLY ( ) I FEEL AS IF WE'VE s BMT(‘DMV -EEAKEF?IN;AW .
FOR TWO YEARS IN THE : KNOWN EACH OTHER 1S TO 6ET M, €

(A

'805). ANYWAY, T 5EE FOREVER . AND ADOPT A BABY.
NO HARM (N AT LEAST
MEETING UP To,5EE WHERE
THINGS STAND (IF ANYWHERE),
AND T DO 50 WITH EYES WIDE
OPEN , BELIEVE ME -

MAYBE FROM KOREA:

< G
G

.
7%

7 ©
g —
T2,

===

e
o —

I KNOW WHAT YOU'RE THINKING —
RUN, MARSHALL . - BUT IF You
WERE HERE, YOU (OULD FEEL HOW DIDN'T MEAN
SHE'S TUST CAUGHT up IN THE " WITH You -
MOMENT ; IN THIS PALPABLE
CONNECTION WE'RE EXPERIENCING.

T MEAN: YOU KNOW,
NOT NECESSARILY #/ -

I WAS JUST---
I MEAN, YOU MUST THINK
T/M v DON'T YOU JusT
THINK T'M A TOTAL

[

1
OH i WELLe
S X
Q&\.\
O
& L

=S

AND SHE (OULD TELL T MEANT (T TOO, BECAUSE
FOR A MOMENT EVERYTHING ©OT DEAD &QUIET, Y
AND SHE 5AW BEFORE HER , AT LAST, A MAN
OF TRUE HEART AND NOBLE INTENT : A MAN A Y -
WHO THEN AND EVER AFTER WANTED NOTHING
BUT TO PROTECT HER AND THAT HYPOTHETICAL N
KOREAN CHILD FROM HARM OR HARDSHIP -

) &

/_//(g

SRR S -~
TS sy
\\\\\\3\;\\\\\\ -
h N
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