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ANOTHER WEEK CROSSED OFF THE CALENDAR. EPISODE 1,132 1,132 SHOWS. MORE THAN 20 MAYBE 1T'S TIME To PACK IT IN? 17's TRUE --THE RATINGS HAVE
FEWER WEEKS To COME NOW. FAR FEWER. 'NTHS%EAN, YEARS-- A LONG TIME TO DO 1T HAS CROSSED HIS MIND. OROPPED. THINGS AREN'T
5 ANYTHING, EH, GEORGE ? QUITE AS THEY USED 1o BE.
(RO0D SHOW.: G'NIGHT, G
TORGE- = ] 000 -
A AR, e GEORGE. NIGHT, GNIGHT,
GNIGHT, GEORGE . FRANK.
D CHESTER.
GEORGE DOESN'T EVEN KNOW LAST WEEK KE STUMBLED UPON o o '
THE GUYS UPSTAIRS ANYMORE.| | A REFERENCE To HIMSELF 1N @ Sorctshow down st the wa musoum. s tT‘;HA‘éSN:«N‘:‘ng;Vs:—gx s %'.‘é‘s?‘&‘i‘?‘é’é"&%‘i‘t‘?%"ﬁ%"
WHERE DID THE OLD ONES GO? THE WEEKEND MAGAZINE. getting harder to distinguish between him HE HAD GROWN OLD AND DULL, HIS STORIES, OF COURSE, THAT
HE WONDERS. JUST A THROWAWAY LINE... g GIVE e WAS 15 YEARS AGO Now.
ARE You COMING, WELL, WATCH You NODDED OFF A BREAK, YOu ALL RIGHT... BuT
GEORGE, OR ARE ) STAYING. JourseLr, AYND SECURITY YouND SON OF A Lt & AKERégRE: imM
YoU STicKING ff THINGS LAST TIME ? Q oU STiLL IN HERE '+ AN OLD MAN. PUTTING THE STUDIO
AROUND ? ovo LIGHTS ouT NOwW,
4

[t wAS RARD Now To
HOLD ON To A PROPER
TRAIN OF THOUGHT o0

TIME Yo PACKITIN? MAYBE. GEORGE HASDONE A LOT
HE'D THOUGHT T OFTeN OF THINKING OF LATE. MORE
THAN EVER ,\T SEEMS.

PERUADS THE DEEPEST
THINKING OF His LIFE.
CERTAINLY THE MOST
O(FFICULT. |

THESE LAST FEW YEARS.

33



1
I
]
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
]
1
1
]
1
1
1

T

THE STRIP

lner

ESP m
GI(E?BR9G4 S.‘l. 9%2)

by SETH

CHAPTER1

GEORGE AMD OLIVE.

GEORGE GOT UP THIS MORNING AT
> T 0°cLock, AS HE HAD EVERY MORN-
ING FOR THE LAST THREE DECADES,
ARG DEVHRE: RIS SE M RREER BUT ToDAY SOMETHING STOPPED
N 4 / HIM LESS THAN HALEWAY THROUGH,
HE PROCEEDED To READ 1T
Z_ FROM THE BACK To THE FRONT,
WHICH WAS HIS HABIT,
ToDAY HE CHANCED UPON THE
OBITUARY OF OLIVE BEDROSIAN.,
IT DION'T STRIKE HIM UNTIL
N HE NOTED THAT OLIVE BEDROSIAN'S
MA(DEN NAME WAS MOTT.
WAS DEAD. EORGE HAD LOVED OLIVE | | HE HAD LOVED HER IN A EVEN Now, SoME 60 YEARS| |HE HAD BEEN SULLEN...AND| | EVENTUALLY SHE HAD TiRED
OLWVE WA A sAsﬂn NATELY BETWEEN | | WAY THAT HAD DEFINED | | LATER, HE FELT A PANG OF | | NEEDY. NEEDY IN THE AG-| |OF GEORGE,AND HEIR PART-
THE AGES OF 20 AND 22. HIS WHOLE \DENTITY. | |HURT THAT SHE HAD NOT GRESSIVE WAY THAT ONLY A ING HAD BEEN AN UGLY ONE.

LOVED HIM QUITE AS MUCH.

20-YEAR-OLD BOY CAM BE,

\-ﬂ-v-.

GEORGE HADN'T FULLY
KNOWN WHO HE WAS.

FOR THE FIRST TIME, HE BE-
GAN To WRITE To HER AGAIM.

HER QEPLIES NEVER FOUND
THEIR WAY To GEORGE'S
REMOTE LOCATIONS.

< -
— - =t %
<o)
FOR A YEAR OR Two AFTER, LATER, WHEN HE WENT NORTH \F SHE EVER ANSWERED, HOW COULD OLIVE HAVE GEORGE FELT AS IF HE HAD

LIVED HER WHOLE LIFE
AND DIED WITHOUT
GEORGE 'S HAVING SEEN
HER AGAIN -- EVEN ONCE!

WOKEN UP FROM A LONG
GLEEP. AS IF, IN 1916, HE
HAD FORGOTEN WHO

HE WAS... = =

TRAYELED MORTH, EDATED
THE MAGAZINE, MARRIED,
CREATED THE TV SHow,
BURIED HELEN..,

PECTEDLY, REMEMBERED
WHO HE WAS AND WHERE
HE WAS SUPPOSED To BE,

DISCOVERED THAT HE WAS
NOW AN OLD, OLD MAN.

N \
= T M= ni
.—F !1 e
YET HE HAD GOME ON, AND THEN, ONE DAY UNEX-| | BUT UPON REMEMBERING LIKE SUDDENLY RECALLING BUT 60 YEARS AGO. AND THE ONE You WERE

AN ARRANGED DATE AND

KROWING You WERE To 7 0 O :: :le; 22 SINCE DIED
HAVE BeenoNACERTAN | |© D 0 Rbedaly ,
STREET CORNER AT & PM - 0 ¢ 0 O
) (0] 0o
(o) o 0 0o
o o
o o
I o 0
£ o

OH, CHRIST ! IS THAT
HIM SHORING?

| E's FALLEN ASLEEP
ON AtR AGAIN!

WAKE HIM LUPT
WAKE HIM uP?

GEORGE,
WAKE UP.

WHEN WE COME
BACK, WE'LL TALK
To ‘rm OF HUDSoN

(THAT WAS MY FILM
OF FROBISHER BAY
FRoM

HERE AT DOMINION
BREWERS, WE BREW
WITH A MASTER'S CARE.
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THE STRIP

T COULD PRETEND TO
HAVE ALLTHE FACTS,
PERHAPSA SUMMARY (S THE  BUT TRUTHFULLY, T

IN THE PREVIOUS INSTALLMENTS
OF THIS STory,You MET OUR

ieoumictie teger C J
S ,HOST OF THE TV SHOW 45 vouR NARR ! I FAILED To TELLYou WAY To GO--A BARE-BONES E SERIOUS GAPS
NORTHERN HI-LIGHTS”  EVem 1 Must ADMIT T ALMOST ANYTHING ABOUT ACCOUNTOE HIS LIFE. N MY INFORMATION.
HAVE DONE A RATHER POOR THE MAN. I APOLOGIZE. T THINK IT BEST IF WE
J0B oF "SETING THINGS UP."” JUST START THE WHOLE B
THING ALL OVER AGAIN.

STILL, LET'S BEGIN. GEORGE WAS
BORN JUNE 15, 1894, IN CHATHAM,
g:ga{élsc;.;nﬁwgggé%lrws | GEORGE ATIENDED SEMINARY
LT, H1S FATHER WAS A PROSPER-
. T'M NoT €LY 5 AS AN OMNISCIENT NARRATOR, FRoM 1414 Yo (1918, THE
ONTARIO. T'# NoT ENTIRELY SURE. oS DOCTOR...OR PERHAPS 1 QEAVIZE 1 LEAVE HuCH To  EXACT YEARS OF © ' Doy wisH To

A LAWYER OF SOME SORT. BE DESIRED. AGAIN, THE GREAT WAR. {MPLY ANYTHING BY
I I APolLoGIZE. THESE DATES. ESPE-
_| CIALLY AS HE LEFT
| WITHOLT TAKNG
h HIS vows.

1 SHOULDN'T HAVE

?: SALD ANYTHING.
e NOW T'VE PUT IT

[ IN YOUR MIND.

00DLY, MY FILES SHOW THAT
HE ALS0 WORKED A VARIETY
" ik e = oF UNLI:&Y‘JPGS DumNIl{'x
W, LEFLY ENGAGED THESE SAME YEARS : BELLHOP
To A MIS5 OLIVE MOTT  AFTER SEMINARY (ANGLICAN, STEEPLESACK, ANNOUNCER.
DURING THESE YEARS.  BY THEWAY), HE WORKED ON A FROM 26 To ‘30, HE WAS AND THEN GEORGE
NEWSPAPER FROM 1920-26. EDITOR OF THE B0YS’ ADVENTURE WENT NORTA. NINE TRIPS
MAGAZINE JUNIOR WOODSMAN. WTo THE CANADIAN
ARCTIC BETWEEN

o] ERTAINLY
&g s‘f:cl‘egrﬁférc AMD THE \ (930 AND 1940. A GREAT DEAL OF
VALUE OF THESE "EXPEDITIONS" SILENT-FILM FOSTAGE
IS OPEN To DEBATE. WAS SHoT ON
THESE EXPEDITIONS.

HE THOUGHT OF

“Aﬂé‘éfﬁlz:ﬁﬁ HE RAN SoME SORTOF

ADVENTURER" THAN BOYS' SUBSCRIPTION
AN EXPLORER SERVICE IN THOSE YEARS | (q14(,HE BEGAN HIS LEC-

ANYWAY. UNDER THE NAME TURE SERIES AT CORONET
NORTHERN DISPATCHES. HALL AND \M 1953 HIS (KCK THESE BoTh RAN UNT
Tv SHOW FIRST WENTONAIR, E DG " OH YES-- HE MARRIED
Ex His DEATH IN 1QTS. HELEN TRuUPP IN 1Q4Y
SHE WAS KILLED INA
e TRAFFIC ACCIDENT IN 1960.
“;:'n
BY THEN, HIS TV AND HE...DAMN! THIS IS No GooD! AND ONCE AGAIN
E iy ﬁ??‘éﬁ"#ﬁf%ﬂ SHOW WAS'ALREADY  T've ENTIRELY FAVLED To GIVE I'VE IMPARTED'
Wi . OH | AN ANACHRONISM-- v ) Jiy 0F THE FLAVOR OF NOTHING “REAL"
I ALREADY MENTIONED EVEN Fos ;ﬂ’se THESE EVENTS. I'™ SORRY. ABouT THE MAN
THAT, DIDN'T 1 ? COLORFUL DAYS OF . HIMSELF. 1'M 50 TERRIBLY SoRRY.

LoCAL BROADCASTING.
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(ig8o%# —1975) bYySETH
AN wfg\f IEW RSEl:'l REEM,BIE 4 :’f ;r::!sg :ggfg:g:s You'p NEVER GUESS To | |I PuTTiS cAPe oNoNLY | | T WAD A Few Goop BiTs.| | You WANT To iknow

SIR GRISLY
GRUESOME
FANTASTICON 'QT

GEORGE SPROTY.

For |2 YEARS.

OF COURSE,
GEORGE WORKED
LIVE--L1KED TO

LOOK AT ME,BuT I
STARTep AT CKCK
AS A WEATHERMAN,

BECAUSE THEY NEEDED
SOMEBODY To PUSH THE

FRIDAY-NIGHT HORROR
CHEAPIES.

1 USED To PUTON A
LADIES' Wig AND...BUT
OF COURSE THIS ISN'T
ABouT ME.

ABoOUT GEORGE . WELL,
HE WAS POPULAR,AND
HIS SHow -- 1T WAS
SIMPLICITY ITSELF.

AN OLD FAT MAN AT A

IN A MONGTOME YOICE.

RAMBLING oM ABout
AMIABLE ESKIMOS, oR
SEAL HUNTS, OR SNow -
SToRMS ... OR SOME
SucH GARBAGE.

SOMETIMES GEORGE'D
BRING ON ONE of HIS
WRINKLED OLD CRONIES,
A HUNTEROR BUSH PILoT,

[wExY SAY THE Stow WA |

AND THEY'D REMINISCE.

PRETIY RIVETING IN

THE 505, BUT T HAVE A

HARD TiME IMAGINING
1T,

LIKE GEORGE ON TV ANY

YOu DON'T SEE PEOPLE

[THE EVEN SAT 1N AN
AWKWARD MANNER,

[ SOMETIMES HIS ToME
WAS A BIT REGRETFUL--

[€VEN INHIS LAST YEARS
HE HAD A PRETTY GOOD
AUDIENCE. WHY DID

I REMEMBER WHEN
HE DIED, ONE OF THE
STAVION MANAGERS SAID,

HOW CouLpD
You TeELL?

WERE JUST EXOTIC
ENOUGH FOR THE TiMES,

THEY'D DIM THE LIGHTS
INTHE STUD1O To SHow
THoSE FiLMS, AND HE'D
JUST DRIFT OFF.

VIEWERS CLAIMED THEY
CouLp HEAR HIM SNOR-
ING. EVENTUALLY THEY
HIRED A GUY WHOSE SOLE
Jog WAS To WAKE HIM

BUT To BE FAIR-- HE
\;A%ABGUT 80 YeARS
Lb.

[SoMeTiMES GEORGE
JusST RAM OUT OF
THINGS To SAY.

BELIEVE ITOR NoT, T
KNow A BIT ABouT
PAINTING. I STUDIED
ART FoR FOURYEARS AS
A YOUNG MAN.

SURPRISED IF YoU
TAKE A CLOSER Look
AT A FELLOW.

[SoMETIMES YourLe BE |

SADLY, THERE'S No
PLACE ON TV TODAY
FOR RELICS LIKE GEORGE
OR ME. I GoT THE
BooT IN “8I.

TV WAS DIFFERENT THEN .
POLKA TIME, BOWLING KNG,
RITA'S CHARM SCHOOL,
MARSHALL CORMIER AHD
HIS MUSICAL MILKMEN...

50 THEY'D POINT THE
CAMERA AT THIS TeR-
RIBLE ESKIMO PAINTING
UNTIL HE THOUGHT OF = I THINK
SOMETHING. GEORGE PAINTED
1T HIMSELF.

THE FURNY THING -- WHAT]
PEOPLE MOST RECALL
ABOUT GEORGE IS HOW
HE WOULD OFTEN FALL

ASLEEFP ON AIR.

CORNY AS HELL,
I KMOW-- BUT THE
KIDDIES LOVED 1T.
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AS YOUR NARRATOR, i HOWEVER, T SEEMS I'VE WHAT WE ARE WITHESSING I THINK You'LL AGREE SORRY ABouT THAT. FROM
I MusT APoLOGIZE FOR < NEGLECTED To MENTION HERE ARE THE LASTTHREE | | THAT THIS 1§ SOMETHING HERE ON, T PROMISE To BE
BEGINNING YET AHOTHER L) THE MOST IMPORTANT 1 SHOULD WAVE MENTIONED] | OM ToP OF THESE THINGS.
CHAPTER WITH AN APOLOGY- ) ASPECT OF OUR §ToRY. WAY BACK AT THE START.

@ TE ST

-

-

[ X 0

HERE'S A PERFECT OPPOR -
TUNITY. SEE THAT GIRL ?
LET ME INTRODUCE HER.

TH%T‘S GECRGE'S MIECE.- 1SN'T VT ToutHING HOW SHE
SME's BEEN TAKING CARE DOTES oM WIM? ESPECIALLY
OF WM THESE LAST FEW MONTHS, AS HE CAN BE A BoTHER

THAT SOUR ATIITUDE HAS
BEGUN To SEEP INTO THE
SHow,CAUSING SOME WORRY
To THE BOYS UPSTAIRS.

DoN'T FUSS
OVER ME!
I'M NoT A
CHILD,

DID You
TAKE YouR
Pun?

1F YOU RECALL THtS MORN-| | 1S SPARKED A RATHER
ING GEORGE READ OF | |REGRETFUL MOOD IN HIM .,
THE DEATH OF AN OLD

FLAME.

AT THIS MOMENT HE 1§
THIMKING oF THe DEATH
OF HIS MOTHER.

JuST NEEO A
HMOMENT TO

MIND You, Mol WIS oWN, BACK IN1952.

THOUGH THIS 15 THE LeAST| | TONIGHT, 0F ALL NIGHTS,
OF GEORGE'S WORRIES.| |GEORGE (5 PREOCCUPIED
WITH DEATH.

E
GET MY
amamas,
b
\ L

¥,
b

[NoT MUCH oF LovE WAS |

IN FACT, HE'D PRIDED HIN-
EVER SAID BETWEEN THEH.

SELF oM THE DEPTHS of HIS
TeNDER FEELINGS FORHIS

GEORGE HAD ALWAYS CON-
SIDERED HIMSELF A LOV-
ING SON.

YeT HE HAD FELY SECURE 1T WAS ONLY AS HE SAT
M THE UNSPOKEN BOND BY HER DEATHBED THAT
THEY SHARED. 1T OCCURRED To HIM.

AS SHE LAY GASPING  HE
REALIZED HE HAD NOT
VIS1TeD HER IN Tw0 YEARS.

ONE HE HAD BEEN Tell- | [RIGRT THEN 1T STRuCK
HIM THAT HE HARDLY KNEW
THIS WOMAM .,

THE (MAGE OF HIMSELF AS
A LOVING SON NOW SEEMED
AN UMCOMFORTABLE LIE,

LATER HE WONDERED IF GEORGE HAD BEEN UN- | | T
HE HAD EVEN LOVED HER, ABLE To RESOLVE THIS gg " ;"’,‘.?‘:"’,‘ ITou
AMND HAD SHE LOVED HIM? QUESTIoN BACK THEN... :

ING HIMSELF FOR YEARS,

WHY 15T
MEN WoN'T
WEAR HATS

TODAY ?

i\

T GUESS THEY
DOH'T WANT
To MESS UP
THEIR PRETTY
HAIR.

TOMIGWT, 23 YEARS LATER, | [A Hov BLUSH OF SHAME | [AS HECONSIGNED HER MEMORY,

13 IN. OMNCE AGAIN, TO THAT MENTAL

e PASSED OVER WIS FACE. - | | SUBBASEMENT OF THINGS-HE-

OH, THERE CourD-NOT- STAND-To-FACE.
YOU ARE.
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by SETH

AN INTERVIEW
WITH
JIMMIE FREEZE
CARTOONIST, 1980

PERHAPS THAT'S Too

HARSH, Butv THAT'S THE

LASTING \MPRESSION
I HAVE or HIM.

GEORGE SPROTI--

HE WAS PomMPous,

VAIN, SELF(SH...
A REAL HEEL.

GEORGE SUCKERED ME
INTO COMING ALONG ON
HIS FIRST TRIP NORTH To
FROBISHER BAY IN 1930,

HE'D COOKED UP A
SCHEME TOo FUND WIS
EXPEDITION WITH THE

DIMES OF LITTLE BOYS,

[A PERFECTLY LEGT VEN-
TURE. THEY'D SUBSCRIBE
AND RECEIVE A BINDER

A A
ilzii| T

s

ALL GREEN AND GOLD
AND EMBOSSED
“ NORTHERN
DISPATCHES."

A HECTOGRAPHED LETTER

"FROZEN NORTH.”

EVERY WEEK THEYD GET

[t1v 308 WAS To MAKE
THE DRAWINGS THAT
ACCOMPANIED 1T,

WE'D SHIP OUR WoRK
SouTH EACH WEEK BY
PLANE, WHERE W WoulD
BE PRINTED AND MAILED.

THE LETTERS \NTo THE
BINDER, AND IN MEEND
THEY'D HAVE A BooK,

THE BoYS WoulDb CLIP

WALTING AROUND IN
SHABBYCAMPS, WORMY
BLUBBER MEAT, DIARRHEA
AND LOTS OF INFERIOR-
QUALITY BooZE,

AND THOSE PooR KIND, WE'D RoLL{N AND GET
STARVING ESKIMOS--S0| |TueM o FRoLic ol AN
NICE To U5 CRUMBUMS,| |ICE FLOE OR PRETEND
To HUNT SEALS FOR
GEORGE'S CAMERAS.

AS FOR GEORGE--1 DON'Y
ow . T GUESS HE FANCIED
HIMSELF A JUNIOR BYRD
OR AMUNDSEN.

[EVen THEN You cout
SEE A WAY OF LIFE
COMING Yo AN END UP

T'M BeTING GEORGE

SWIPED HIS SUBSCRIPTIoN

LIST FRoM THAT BoYS '’

!":MgAIlNE HE'D WoRKED
{+] 7

THEY HAD EVERYTHING ]
N THEM BUT THE TRUTH,

ANYWAY, THoSE LETTERS
READ GREAT-- POLAR
BEARS, NORTHERN
LIGHTS, CONTACT WITH
PRIMITIVE PEO PLES..,

F You'D NEVER KNow 1T
To LOOK AT THE D15~

GUSTING FAT PIG HE
BECAME LATER

OM, HE WAS AHAWD -

SOME SON OF A GUN

BACK THEN - - PARADING

ABouUT IN H1S CAR\BoU-

SKIN PARKA.

Q

I KNOW HE KNOCKED UP
AT LEAST ONE ESKIMO
GIRLIE ON THAT TRIP.

[T Worst TG HEDID
To ME WAS TAKING OFF
WiTH HIS CAMERAMAN

FOR Two WHOLE MONTHS,

EVEN S0, I STuLL KiND of
ADMIRED HIM. HE MAY
HAVE BEEN AMEEL, BuT
HE WAS AN EARNESTHEEL,

MISS ME,
TMMIE?

|

BACK HOME , WE LOST
ToucH. L WENT TO
ToRONTo AND BEGAN MY
COMLC STRIP, “STUBVILLE”

AND GEORGE, HE

BEGAN A CAREER -

N TELEVISION.

HE LEFT US To FEND FOR
OURSELVES! WE DIDN'T
KNoW A DAMN THING AND.
ALMoST FROZE To DEATM.

He NEVER EVEN UNDER-
§Toob WHY I WAS So
PEEVED!

HE TRIED 1o BRING

HME ol AIR A FEW
TIMES, BUT [ ALWAYS
BRUSHED HiM OFF.

I HAD No DESIRE To
REHASH ALL THAT
HoGWASH.
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GEORGE SPROT ¢ gryy

(1894 —1975) CHAPTER 6

PERHAPS, AS Your NARRATOR, I'VE
BEEN SOMEWHAT VAGUE oN (ERTAIN
PoINTS UNTIL MOW, BUT ON THIS
EVENT T HAVE MY FACTS STRAIGHT,

ITIST:25 PM,
OF OCT.9,1975,

1T 1S JUST UNDER AN HOUR AND
A HALF UNTIL GEORGE'S DEATH.

\F THEY'RE GOING TO UNCLE
HIRE FOREIGNERS, THEN J GEORGE!
You'D THINK... PLEASE !

HU ! wouLD You TAKE

US To THE MELODY GRILL
AT SWAH AND £
LAKESIDE?

GEORGE 1S MAKING WIS WAY To THE CORONEY LECTURE
HALL, WITH A SToP AT THE MELODY GRILL IN BEYWEEN,
A RITUAL HE HAS OBSERVED FoR THE LAST 22 YEARS.

1 AM NEW SURE - - STAY ON KING
DRIVER-- You UNTIL WEBER. TURN
DIRECT ME, RIGHT AND THEN RIGHT
Miss? AGAIN oM SWAN.,

YET, AT THIS VERY MOMENT, HE IS LOOKING MHE WAS or:::- OF
BACK To THE DECK OF AN ICEBREAKER ON ¥ CREWON THE THAT FOOL FELL
HIS MAIDEN VOYAGE INTo THE ARCTIC. T o et & MrovaH Tie PACK
1CE, SLEDGE AND
ALL- - WE BARELY
FISHED HIMOUT
IN TIME.

JUST LOOK AT GEORGE--HE'S STARTING
UP ONE OF HIS YARNS. HE Courp NoT
SEEM LESS INWARD.

UNCLE GEORGE, FRIYZ!
FINISH TUAT SToRY THAT DOPE!
You WERE TeLLING
ABOUT FRITZ.

Y'KNOW, 1T'VE ALWAYS FOUND THE CONTRAST
INTERESTING BETWEEN THE INSIDE AND THE
OUTSIDE OF A PERSON ., THIS DUALITY MIGHT
BE TUE MoST PROFOUND EXPERIENCE 1N
HUMAN LIFE.

THERE AT THE RAWL, AWASH | | HE FELT AWE, OF COURSE,
N CONFLICTING EMoTIONS,| | BuT ALSO TREPIDATION,,
T CERTAINLY NEVER i i
HIRED WM AGAS'%' IE’UT 1885 ToLd Me
CAPTAIN HIBEBS DI FRITZ FELLTHRoUGH
THE NEXT YEAR. THE L1CE TWICE OM
THAT TRIP Too.

AT 1S A MOMENT He HAS |
OFTeN RETURMED To.

WE WASTED SO
MUCH TIME DRYING
HIM OUT THAT WE
HAD To TURM BACK.

STANDING AT THE RAIL, LOOKING OUT ON
THAT VAST GREEN SEA, HE'D SEEN HIS
FIRST I(EBERG.

\T TooK US Two HOURS
To DRY HIM OUT, AND
10 MINUTES LATER

HE FELL IN AGAIN.

ANp HERE, N 195, 1S GEORGE NowW
THINKING OF THE YEARS THAT FolLoWED
THAT VOYAGE ?

T WAS A FRIGHTENING VENTURE FOR A 35-YEAR-OLD MAN WHO AS HE BREATHED W THAT CRISP SEA
HAD NEVER BEEN NORTH OF THE 60TH PARAILLEL BEFORE. AR, HE ALSO FELT A REAL SENSE OF
THE SECOND TIME PROMISE--A NEW LIFE OPENING UP. G

THEY NEVER FOUND YeS, I §"PoSE 5o..,

“‘”'f‘.féﬁ‘c"é"“’* 4, BUT T WAS YERY

AMUSING THE WAY

7 4 on, uncLe WIBES ToLD IT.

GEORGE - -
THAT'S NOT
FUNNY. 175
AWEUL !

15 HE THINKING OF DULL BUDGET 1S HE WONDERING WHETHER TH1S THERE I CANNOT
MEETINGS AND COMPANY DINNERS? wAS THE uFE OF PRDH[SE? HELP You.

0.1, UNCLE GEORGE,
1'LL BE BACK TO
GET YOoU IN 45
MINUTYES.

15 HE THINKING OF THE DECADES
SPENT IN DUSTY OFFICES AND
DINGY LECTORE HALLS?

=ulEAN;

||.~.|i=.|ﬁ|| s\\
[a] [a][s]
I || 1]
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GEORGE SPROTT
(189% —1975)

AN
INTERVIEW
WITH

DAISYSPROT,

2006

UNCLE GEORGE WAS A HE SHARED SOME QUALITY | |UNCLE GEORGE WAS
LARGE MAN. PLEASE | [WiTH THosSe ARCTiC LAND-| |COMPLICATED. EVEN
| RESIST THE FAT JoKES-- | |SCAPES HE SoLoveD-- | |WHEN BRAYING OUT ONE
T DON'TMEAN HIS SIZE.| |EXPANSIVE, DISTANT, | |OF HISTTALES," HE SeeMtp
I MISS HIM HARD To GRASP. ALONE -- (SOLATED.
To THIS DAY,

AND HE HADA QUTTiNG
WIT--WHETHER AT

HLS OWN EXPENSE OR
SOMEOME ELSE'S.

MOST FoLKS ReMEMBER
HIM AS ASIY OLD MAN

MUTTERING ABOUT PAST
GLORIES ON A BACKWATER

™ SHON;U__

NORTHERN
Hi-LIGHTS

Q
O

THEY D SAY THAT T'M
ROMANTICIZING HIM--
BuT THEY DON'T KNow.
EVEN AT THE END HE
WAS A WONDERFUL
MAN .

TleN, THE oLD MAN
SLUMPED DOWN 1N
THE DIRT WITH HIS

HEAD IN HIS HANDS.

OME OF MY FEW TRULY
GOLDEN MEMORIES (S
A SUMMER I SPENT
WITH UNCLE GEORGE
AND AUNT HELEM.

St FOR A MAN WHO
TALKED So MucH ABout
HIMSELF, HE NEVER

REALLY LET You INSIDE.

1 BARELY REMEMBER
AUNT HELEN. SHE WAS
§0 QUIET. T THINK SHE
WAS UNHAPPY THEN.

THERE WAS SOMETHING
IN HIM T COULDN'T PuT
MY FINGER ON--SOME
ACHE oR REGRET.

DON'T MISUNDERSTAND -- HE
WASN'T WITHDRAWN . I'D
SEEN HIM HOLD COURT OVER
AT THE MELODY GRILL WITH
A DOZEN RAPT LISTENERS.

by SETH

CHAPTER 7

THAT'S JuST A GUESS.
I NEVER KNEW HER.
SHE D1ED THE MONTH
I WENT BACK HOME,

UNCLE GEORGE ToLD ME
A LOTOF STORIES THAT
SUMMER BUTONE STUCK
IN MY MIND--A LITILE
HOTHING OF A STORY.

AS A BOY HESAID, HE'D
SEEN HIS FATHER IN THE
YARD SUDDENLY TOSS
HIS ToP HAT ROUGHLY
To THE GRoUMND -

LATERON ,UNCLE GEORGE
FIGURED THIS MusT'VE
BEEN THE STARTOF ThEe
SENILITY THAT ENDED
HIS FATHER'S DAYS.

THIS WAS A PEEICINSIDE
UNCLE GEORGE. NoT So
MUCH THE INCIDENT
ITSELF, BUT THAT HE HAD
REMEMBIRED ITAT ALL.

WHEN HE ToLD ME THIS
STORY, HE SHRUGGED 1T
OFF WITH A LAUGH.
“THE CRAZY oLp CooT,”
HE SAID.

BUT EVEN THEN T KNEW

ITWAS NO LAUGHING

MATTER - - THIS HAD

BEEN A POWERFUL

Ex_f;emeﬂc( FOR THAT
L

1 WAS THe ONE WHO
FouND UNcLE GEORGE
WHEN HE DIED,

1 WoN'T TALKK
ABouT THAT.




THE STRIP i

AN INTERVIEW

WITH

LESTER §QUARE

PHARMACIST,
2006 UP AND DELWVERY MOSTLY,

sf=] Z ;{;1;

B >

AS ATEENAGER BACK
IN THE T0's, I WORKED
DowWNTowWN FOR PEER -
LESS PRINTING - -CLEAN-

GEORGE SPROTT

CHAPTER 8
(i854 —1975) bPYSETH
1I'VE FORGOTIEN JuST | | ONCE EVERY MoNTH I I WASN'T Too INTERESTED N THOSE DAYS, IF You HE HAD THIS RAT HoLE OF
ABOUT EVERYTHING To HAND-DEL\WVERED FLIERS (N HIS SHOW MYSELF, WERE ON TV AT ALL, AN OFFICE, AT THE END
Do WITH THAT JoB -~ AND LECTURE PROGRAMS BuT MY DAD USED To You WERE FAMouS ! OF AMAZE OF HALLWAYYS,
THOUGH T REMEMBER J |wWATcH HIM ALLTHE TIME, T WAS VERY IMPRESSED UP ONTHE NINTH FLooRr

ONE PART REAL WELL...

To KNOW HIM. A

OF THE ELGIN BUILDING .

-

OoN THE DOOR, IN G\LT,
1T SAID,"INSTITOTE

AN | AT

1 O1ON'T THINK ABouT|
T THEN --BuT L GUESS

THAT SMALL OFFICE CONTAIWNED JusT A DESK, A PHONE
AND STACKS OF BoOKS. AND WITH GEORGE IN THERE 1T

NICE ToME, HE'D TAKE
THE TIME To ASK ABoUT

OR RIDOLE. HE KNEW A
LoT oF PIRTY JoKES,

WY LIFE-- OFFER ADYICE.

TUERE WAS A
YouNG MAN FROM

LOOKING BACK, T
SOMETIMES SEEMS KIND|

AUSTRALIA ..,

THAT EVEN A DUMB
KID WAS SOMEONE To
TALK To-

OF PoLAR STUDIES" THAT GRAND NAME LOOKED EVEN SMALLER!
. i SEEMS A BIT SAD Now.
S B N
= ey
S §

. —

e S
[

HE WAS SURPRISINGLY | | HE ALWAYS HAD A Joke | | T DON'T KNoW - - MAYGE HE WAS So LoNery]  [OTHERTIMES T THINK:

THIS GUY WAS THPORTANT.
HE COULD HAVE JUST

BRUSHED ME OFF. 4

USUALLY AT HIS OFFICE,
1'p HAVE To KNoCk, BuT
TS ONE TIME HIS DOOR
WAS oPEN,AND HE DIDN'T

L STooD THERE A SECOND,
CONFUSED, BEFORE T
RAPPED oM THE DOOR-
JAMB .

SAW HIM THERE, SYTUNG|
N THE D1M LIGHT, WITH
THE ODDEST LOOK ON
HIS FACE.

[HE WAS JuST STARIN
BLANKLY - LMD T o

MAYBE SAD. T COULDN'T
TeLL,

WHEN T kNoCHED, HE
INSTANTLY CAME To

SEEN SOMETHING FAR

w
Py
4
e
3
0 1

1T WAS ONLY A MOMENT-- LIKE I SAID EARUER, 1 DO RECALLONE CON-
BUT I FELTLIKE L HAD WE TALKED A LOT. MoST|] | VERSATION, THOUGH .
OF WHICH T FORGOT THE| |HE SAID ToME, “WHEN T

WAS YOoUR AGE, I NEVER
GAVE ITA THOUGHT..."

BUTONE DAY T LOOKED
AROUND, AND THERE
WERE ALLTHESE “"New"
YoUNG PEQPLE EVERY-
WHERE, AND T WASH'T
ONE OF THEM,

rl

TMEAN, HE WAS AN )
ENoRMous GUY.
REALLY FAT.

CORONET
HALL

PROGRAM
Wis

GEORGE SPROTI
LECTURE SERIES

1 TONIGHT’s TOPIC
ﬂ PANGNURTUNG

THURSDAY,OCT. 9,1975

HAPPENS, /T ALL
SPEEDS VP...

ONE DAY You'RE
30 YEARS OLD, AND
THE NEXT, You Look
UP AND THERES AN
oLe MAN 1N THE
MIRROR.
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YoU'LL FIND THE MELODY GRILL IN THE ONCE-
GRAND HEIGHBORHOOD OF LAKESIDE--NOW A
RUN-DOWN COMMERCIAL STRIP MADE UP OF

ITS EXTERIOR ToDAY (S [AND THOUGH 1T LOOKS OLD, MOST FOLKS WoULD BE FOUNDED BY oTlo KLUG,
RATHER SHABBY, BUT | | ASTONISHED To HEAR (TOPENED IN1933. OF COURSE, | A SHY IMMIGRANT WHO
1T STiLL RECALLS BETTER| |BACK THEN IT WAS CALLED DER KIRSCHSPRUNG AND | LEARNED HIS TRADE IN

A

B R I E F DOLLAR STORES AND LOW-END CLOTHING JoBBERS. | |TiMES. SPECIALIZED IN GERMAN FOOD, ;f_:‘lg gg% :‘.?Afgqﬁmg:{
HISTORY
OFTHE
MELODY
NN

DESPLTE (TS DINERISH

AN gpl.g:‘gro GEoAl;GE A GENUINE NAME , THE MELODY
INTERVIEW SPROT. THAT nacfureun. WAS ALWAYS SOMEWHAT

WITH HIGH-END.

MARTIN
KLUG

OWNER,
1978

EVEN NOW, KLUG'S| [1T WAS DURING THE WAR THAT
DESCENDANTS RUN | | KLUG,UNSURPRISINGLY, DECIDED
THE PLACE. A GERYAM RESTAURANT WAS NO
LONGER A GOING CONCERN.
L3

HE RECURISTENED 1T THE
MELODY GRILL AND ADDED
THE MODERN FACADE
ITSTILL WEARS TODAY.

1T WAS SAD To | [HEORDEREDTHE| | A RIB-EYE, A
SEEHIM DIM | |EXACT SAMEMEAL | | BAKED POTATO
AS HE AGED. | | FOR 20 YEARS. .?,u% .a ﬁ'{ﬁvsv

j v ] .

1'11 HoT QUITE SURE WHY,
BUY INTHE EARLY '505

RAD10 AND TELEVISION
PERSONALITIES, NIGHT-
CLUB PERFORMERS,
SHOWGIRLS...

THAT'S WHEM GEORGE You'0 OFTEN FIND HIM 1T WAS 1M THOSE GLoRrY
SPROT BEGAN To HERE, oF A MIGHT, | | YEARS (SAY,5210'6T)
FREQUENT THE PLACE. CIRCLED BY ADMIRERS THAT ITS WALLS FILLED

AND RAMBLING ON. UP WITH 8 X 10 GLOSSIES
OF (TS FAMOUS PATRONS.

HE WASN'T THE | | AUSTINWADE, | | NATURALLY,
ONLY B1G TALKER | | T ANCHORMAN, | | THEY HATED
MERE, Y’ KNOW. | |GAVE HIMA RuN'| | EACH OTHER.

FOR WIS MONEY. ‘\r_’
' =

VT WAS ALSo THeESe YeARS | | THoSE PHoToS ARE STiLe | | RESTAURANTS,T00, HAVE] | FOR THE MELODY (T WAS NOW FREQUENTED BY IN A FEW YEARS You
THAT (TS CUSTOMERS | |THERE--THOUGH IMCREAS-| | LIFE SPANS. THEY DIE DECLINE, \TS DRESS LocAL MERTHANTS, DAY MAY NOTICE THAT \T
WouLD RECALL AS THEY INGLY, TODAY'S CuSToM-| |YouNG OR AGE GRACE- | | CODE LONG FORGOTTEN. LABORERS AMD TRADES- HAS BEEN BOARDED UP.
FADED AWAY M OLD - | |ERS REMARK, FULLY OR SINK INTO MEN GRABEING A CHEAP

AGE HOMES. NEGLECT AND DECLINE.

WHo
ojJl Awe THese AND EVEN IF YOu
Y PEOPLE? PAUSE To CONSIDERIT,
You WILLBE HARD-
PRESSEDTO PINPOINT
JUSTWHEN T PASSED

FROM THE LWING

To THE PEAD.

’ —
I | I i A {
f | v | ([
A J a2 n [l S\VA [ =N
B8OB DUSTY AUSTIN DEE GEORGE THEBOWLING FLORA MISS SIR GRISLY FRED

BURRMAN  HAYES WADE DILLON SPROW KING AIKEN RITA  GRUESOME KENNEDY
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T HATE To DO A COUNT-

DowN ‘,‘,E&E A‘Sﬁgg}!{fe B 20007 AN HOUR AND A QUARTER | [T No¥ TRUING T0BEA | [THlts ISN'T A TRAGEDY. | [ (T WAS, FOR THE MoST PART, A GRATI-|

UNTIL HIS FATAL HEART ATTACK. GHouL ABOUT THIS--JUST | | FYING ONE. HE HAD
X i EORGE 15 81 YEARS OLD ING O HIS MOMENTS
ENTERS THE MELODY GRILL KEEPING You AWARE OF ouRr AMD HASLIVED ALONGLIFE,| |IN THE LIMELIGHT, RIGHT AWAY,
A GLBSON L MR. SPRorr
THEO.

'¢le1]

_

HE SMOKED,HE DRANK,| |HE MADE ENOUGH MOMEY.] | IF HE EX(TS WITHA CLEARLY, HE SLeePs | [TWISHICouro SAY THAT | [T SHouto Just LiEY Y'SEE,| | So 1'LL USE THIS EX-
CUSE T0 SHOEHORN ¥
1NTo OUR NARRATIVE
ANYWAY,

HE ATE HIS FILL. HE HE HAD H\S SHARE OF | | HANDFUL OF REGRETS... SoUNDLY ENOUGH, | |AT THISMOMENT GEORGE | | I KMoW OF A DREAM THAY
SUFFERED LITTLE EXER-| | SEXUAL CONQUESTS. WELL, WHO DOESN'T 2 (5 DEEP IN A PROFOUND | | WouLD BE DRAMATICALLY

CISE. DON'T Tert '@2&—“"“"' VSNOTTHE | | PERFECT INTHIS SPor.
DAIS'(

1'LL WAKE
HIMWHEN
1T COMES.

IT WAS AN 00D, EMPTY INIT, HE'S PEERING | | GEORGE CAN'T REALLY BE SAID To HAVE A BUT THERE 1S A SENSE OF MoTioN.

DREAM GEORGE HAD N0 A BLANKVOID-- | | BODY INTHE DREAM-- 1T HORE A GHOST BoDY.| | HE'S MOVING FORWARD INTO
S1X MONTHS AGO. Tm%:;ﬁ EYES RIWVETED AWEAD. THE \%m‘fﬁ i J

HE THINKS OF
AT AS “"THE
WHITE DREAM M

GEORGE BECOMES AWAREOF A SERIES OF | | HLS PAST-- WIS LIFE--15] | AMD WHAT IS LEFTOF HE UNDERSTANDS THA‘[ w Niu. HoPING FOR JUST ONE MORE
DOORS SIIU'ITll((:'( CLOSING BEHIND HIM.| | GEORGE Li€s AMEAD IN SOO0N ALL BE OVER, YI SECOND OF EXASTENCE BEFORE B8uT...
THE WHITENESS. STRAINS FORWARD... |— OBLIION. Too LATE!
l THE WHITENESS
§ EVAPORATES LIKE
A DREAW WORLD
4 AS THE DREAMER
1 Ve AWAKENS.
2 </

GEORGE LAY IN AHALE- |
SLEED, DISTURBED BY THE
DREAM...

CONVINCED THAT HE
WOULD AWAKEN FRoM
THIS AS WELL.

AND THEN,
WE Does AWAKeN.

TWAS 5 INTHE MORNING.

SURELY, HETHOUGHT,
THIS LIFE (S BT
A DREAM ALSO.
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AN
H
S

INTERVIEW
wi

ELISAPEE

KANAYUK

GEORGE SPROTT
WAS 1Y
FATHER.

HE WAS AN AWFUL MAN,
AND I WANTED NoTHING

NOTTHAT IT WAS VERY
LIKELY ANYWAY...

T SAW HIM ONLY ONCE
IN MY LIFE, AND THAT

HE GOT MY MOTHER
PREGNANT N 1930, AND

To DO WITH HIM. WITH HIM WAY DOWN WAS FOR ABouT FIVE | | SHE NEVER HEARD FROM
SouUTH AND ME UP W HIMAGAIN .
6 HERE IN TQALUIT.
A_ANNAA'
\ U
/ Vg
MOTUER WAS A SIMPLE 1 KnOow PROMISE SHE WASN'TAGIRL LIKE| | SHE HELPED HIM WITH
WOMAN, I CAN ONLY \'E'éa“é M.:t':s. y TODAY- SHE WAS LIVING | | QUR LANGUAGE, ToLD
AMAGINE HOW INNOCENT ON THe LAND--FouLo(— | | WIM OUR SToRIES - -

SHE WAS AT THE AGE

oc 8

NG THE CARIBov.

GUIDED HIM.

RACE CHILD HERE.

SHE HAD No REASoN T WAS HARD FOR HER | | SHE FACED ALOTOF SHE WAITED FOR Hit{ To AND HE D(D COME BACK Y| | I'WAS JuSTATILE GIRL,

To DISTRUST HIM, AFTER T WAS BoRN-- | | ABUSE FROM OTUERS COME BACK--BELIEVED | | {N THE LATE 305, HE BUT T REMEMBER THE
VERY DIFFICULT TO IN THE COMMUMATY - - HE WAS COMING BACK.| | PASSED THRoUGH AGAIN.| | QALLUNAAT* AND THEIR
BRING UP AMIXED- FAMILY EVEN. ‘ THAT'S WHEN TSAW HIM.| | MACHINES,

————
Wimmm—

By opm wm

GRANDFATHER Took ME AND FOOLISH GRAND-| [HE NEVEREVEN ViS\TED]| |MAYBE I CoulD FoRGQIVE| | FROMTHEMON, T WAS ALL T NEVER REPAID THAT T GUESS T HAVE MOREOF
oUT oM THE LAND To SEE FATHER WELCOMED HIM | MY MoTHER BEFORE HE HiIM FOR ABANDONING] |SHE HAD. SHE PouReD LOVE. T WAS A RoT(en MY FATHER (N ME THAN
HIM. T DIDN'T EVEN BACK ASASON. MOVED ON. US--BuT Nol FoRTHAT! HER LOVE (NTOo ME. CHILD, AN UNCARING 1 WOULD LIKE To
KNOW HE WAS MY FATHER! £ 3 e WIFE ANDA BAD MoTHER.| | ADMIT,

I
AR EEm.

KINDNESS.

m

UNEDUCATED o+

Him,

i

ol —

| -
‘' @m m u

B g W W 2 m W
UT Y'KNOW, T FeeL | |HOW WELL T REMEMBER T KNOW THE \GNORANT | [BUTWE HAD A LIBRARY | | T READ THAT Book HE 1 DOUBT HE EVEN
SA; Aé(ou#‘mﬁ. SHE| | THAT WARM,SAFE FEEL- \DEAS PEOPLE HAVE OF | | INToWN, AHDMARGAREY | | WRGTE, IN THE ‘605, ABOUT KNMEW MY NAME.
ALWAYS RETURNED MY | | NG OF LYING NAKED THE INULT- - LIVING IN NOWDLAK HELPED ME HIS LIFE. NOTONEWORD
COLOHEARTEONESS Wit | | UMDER THE FURS Wit SNOW HUTS, 1SoLATED, | | FIND INFORMATION ON | | ABouT MOTHER AND ME.
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THERE 15 SOMETHING RACING ABOUTLIKEA 1 JuST USEDTHE SITIING IN PLASTIC | | YOUNG FoLks WiTi ToRN
INHERERTLY UNDIGHT-| | welveF (M AWINDSTORM. WORD“UNDIGNIFLED, CHAIRS AND EATING PANTS AND DIRTY FEET.
FIED ABOUTYOUTH.| | \TLOOKS VERY TIRING. NOTHING COULDBELESS | | OUT OF CARDBOARD
a M MODERN WORLD. ;\‘_/\/
. ODERN 3 ~ .
— -y o | el e W
LIFE 238 N vy
D e ey
[
AT LEAST T WON'T TRASH,MoSTLY® BACK BUT ToDAY?! No, T RECOMMEND To ALL | | WHEN You'RE A5 OLD AS
LIVE To SEE IT GET ™ THE EARLY DAYS THANKYOUT I NEVER YouNG MEN THAT THeY | | 1 AM, YoU'LL BE GRATE-
MUCH WORSE. THEY AT LEAST HAD WATCH THE THING. SLEEP WITH AS MANY| |FuL FoR THOSE MEMORIES.
A FEW GOOD |DEAS. WOMEN AS THEY CAN
=\ { — PERSUVADE. TRUST
ME.
; /~
‘ i ~J
Y
N &
THE SADDEST THING e 1 HAVE NEVER UNDER-
ABoULT GETTING OLD g 5T000 WOMEN-- NoR HAVE
1S How MUCH You LOOK | .= T MADE THE SLIGHTEST
FORWARD To LUNCH. { -2 EFFORT To CORAECT THAT.
DOD = =0y | % ;
2 o9/
PEOPLE CLAIM THAT | [LONELINESSIS THEMost| | IF You WISH To LIVE INEVERHAPA PoTTo...| | NOTACENTUNTILT
LOVE 1S THE DEEPEST | | AFFECTING OF HUMAN IN THE MOMENT, I T MEAN, TNEVER HAD GOTON Tv ! I'M THE
FEELING,BUT DON'T | | EMoTioNS, NOTHING RECOMMEND INTENSE TWo DIMES Yo RUB LAST PERSON To ASK
N YoU BELIEVE IT. MAWES LIFE MOREVIVID.| | LONELINESS. TOGETHER UNTILT WAS | | ABOUT MONEY.
50 YEARS OLD. \V‘_/-J
()
25 B
I'M (N MY 805, AND You NEVER BELIEVE I HAYE TRIED HARD To HOWEVER, OLD AGE HAS | | AND WITH A PoTENCY
é M ST tbt WORK(ING ANY of THE GoO D LIVE A L\FE UNDIS- A WAY OF BRINGING | | THAT 15 COMPLETELY
VERY DAY! THINGS SAID OF You-- TURBED BY THE PAST. 1T ALL BACK To YOU. UNEXPECTED.
ONLY THE BAD. /7
= - N
( %\g ) 2
o k./'/
2 aY/
NIGHT 1S THE DIFFICULT] | THATS WHEN You Sg€ | | You LiE THERE AND You 1 HOPE TO HOWEVER, ATB 1 YEARS
THE REGRETs PALPABLY | | SUFFER AND You CoUNT SEE A B\T OF AGE, I'M NOT READ-

OoN
REGRET

1’"“/’\[\/

BEFORE YOUR EYES-

|

THOSE OLD WRONGS
AGAIN --FAR Too LATE
To FIX THEM NOW., ..

ON
THE
FUTURE

MORE OF \T.

(NG ANY SERIALIZED
STORIES!
I/
\ Ve
A

The Strip will resume in two weeks. 27
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HADRIAN DINGLE

HOTEL MANAGER,
1995

M

S
[Eis

oz

THE RAD10 HOTEL OPENED
IN 1925, THE NAME WAS

MODERN--FUTURISTIC EVEN.

EANT To SOUND ULTRA-

OF COURSE,JUST 10
YEARS LATER, THE NAME
WAS TERRIBLY OUT
OF DATE.

BY THE '"TOs, WHEN 1
WORKED THERE AS A
BELLHOP, \T SOUNDED
POSITIVELY PREHISTORIC.

ToDAY WE'RE PART OF
THE MARRIOTT (HAIN--
THE OLD NAME (S LONG

HE MOVED HERE IN1965.
HE HAD THREE RoOM§
UP ON THE ToP FLOOR.

POOR
=\ GeoRge.
2

BACK THEN,MUCH OF
THE HOTeL WAS GIVEN
OVER To PERMANENT
KESIDENTS -— LIKE

MR. GEORGE SPRoT.

LOCAL
LEGEND | £~ -

DIES fx

Al

S

1
ARAAAAS

==(¢

I GUESS AFTER HIS
WIFE DIED, HE JUST
FOUND \T EASIER TO

I WAS H\S FAVORITE.
WHENEVER HE WANTED
SOMETHING HECALLED

OoN ME, =

ATHIGHT He'D SEND FOR
A BoTILE OF RYE, AND
WHEN 1 BROUGHT T
HE'D PouR MEA DRINK.

LIVE INA HOTEL. _/

Top
FLOOR,
ED.

1 LIKED To S1T AND
TALK WITH HIM. HE
WAS A NICE OLD BIRD.

ONCE I CAME UP To SEE
HIM AND HE WAS VERY
COMFUSED--DIDN'T KNOW
WHO HE WAS,

IT HAPPENED ONLY

SCARED THE HELLOUT
THE ONE T\ME.

OF ME. JUST A SPELL,
I GUESS,

AFT€Q HE DIED (THOUGH CLEARLY
AGAINST HoTEL RULES), T WENT

INTo HIS RooMS AND JusT STooD

THERE AND LOOKED AROUND.

) 8

o

[

SURE, HE WAS A SELF-
SUFFICIENTGUY... BuT I
COULDN'T HELP THINKING
OF THE HUMDREDS OF
NIGHTS SPENT HERE ALONE.

S ———

AND WHAT ABOUTALL THOSE THINGS
LEFT BEHIND IN THAT PLACE?
D10 THOSE RELICS MAKE UP
| A RECORD oF A MAN'S LIFE?

AWEEK LATER--THE ROOMS
WERE COMPLETELY EMPTIED.
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THIS DOOR
1 LEADS TOTHE
LIVING RoOM.

I'M IN MY DEN? I HAVEN'T

N LIWWVED H
ANOTHER WY pENoN p HERe

GEORGE [/
SPROTT

DREAM

~ THIS ONE
Two WEEKS BEFORE
HiS DEATH

You'D HAVE LIKED
GEORGE-- EVERYONE
LIKED GEORGE.

CONFUSING
AND
CONFUSED.

HELLO. You know, | [HELEN--1T's ME.
S0 NICEOF You You REMINDME| |I'M RIGHT HERE!
To VISIT, PLEASE, OF MY HUSBAND,

SIT DOWN. GEORGE. |

THOUGH SOMETIMES
I WONDER IF 1
LIKED GEORGE.

GEORGE WAS
A CONFUSING
MAN..,

OH, HELOOKED
AT ME IN THE
BEGINMING - —
RIGHT AT ME.

HE FOOLED ME. WHAT
1 YooK FOR STRENGTH
TURNED OUT TO
BE WEAKNESS.

THOSE FIRST
YEARS WERE CLOSE
AND TENDER.

HE WAS S0 HE PUSHED HIS TROUBLES
DEEPLY AFRAID. AWAY--HOPING THEY WOULD
VANISH IF HE DIDN'T LOOK.

HE DID THAT WITH ME,
AND T DID VANISH,

BUT LATER--THE WHEN L GREW IF L TRIED To SPEAK A DESPERATE LoOK A LOOK THAT SAID: YES, IT'S I FELT PITY Fom
DISAPPOINTHMENTS, UNHAPPY, HE OF THAT UNHAPPINESS, THAT PLEADED FOR “DON'T MAKE ME TALK TRUE. T WAS HIM... AND 50 1
THE INFIDELITIES LoOKED AWAY.| | HE WouLD GETA LOOK ME To SToP... ABOUT THIS. ICAN'T AFRAVD. HEPT QUIET,

IN HIS EY a
4) VAT

._'_

ll_’J ‘.hllllllll

AN T

N\

I'VE OFTEN FELT THAY
GEORGE BELIEVED MY
FATAL ACCIDENT WAS
NO ACCIDENT.

BuT EYENTUALLY THE
SILENCE WAS A HILL
Too HIGH To CLIME.

NIGHT AFTERNIGUT AND
YEAR AFTER YEAR- -
I WANTED To SPEAK...

KNEW. JALIE. T
ALWAYS KNEW.
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[T WATCHED TEM ALL--
FLORA ALKEN, FRED
KENNEDY, MISS RUTA.

BuTSOME of THEM,| |RADIO WAS NICE...BuT | | ADMITIEDLY, I ENJoYED| |iT WAS MORE PERSOMAL
LIKE GEORGE, WERE| |wiieN TereyiSioN CAME| |17 MoRE N 1T5 GloRry| | THEN--AS IF THEY WeRE
LIKke 01D FRIENDS.| | ALoNG, T WARMED UP| |DAYSTHAN IDOTODAY.| |SPEAKING JUST To You.

AN

INTERVIEW OF COURSE, L BUT AFTER WATCH-

NEVER ACTUALLY ING HIM OM TV
KNEW GEORGE FOR 20 YEARS, I

WITH
VIOLETGLOW
RCTTEUIER. 5PROTT.. FELTLIKE © THEY CAME AND THEY L) To \T RIGHT AWAY !

1979 p

1
| L
. =Sy 3
GARDENS 2 @ @—.ﬁ
NURSING s
HOME
i =

Now,GEORGE, HEWAS | |AREALTALKER HEWAS| | THOUGH ISHOULDN'T| |T's FuNNY--You WATCH THE FILMS, THE GUESTS, | | THOUGH TDORECALLTHE| |GEORGE JUSTCAME RIGHT
LIKE FAMILY. SURE, HE | |SMART Too. HETAUGHT | | PIPE UP ABOUTIT. IF | |ASHOW FORALLTHOSE JlI [[ THESTORIES...INTHE | | TIME STAN GILL, THE FISH-| |OUTAND ASKED HIM,

RAMBLED, BUT You LIKED| |You PLENTY, You QUIZZED ME, I'D | | YEARS AND THEN FOR- = END, IT's JUSTA JUM- ING GUIDE, WAS ACTING
LISTENING To HIM JuST SURELY LOOK THE PER-| | GET MOST OF IT. BLE--A FEELING GOOFY AND CONFUSED.
THE SAME. FECT FooOL, = MoSTLY.

AnoTHeR Time, GEoRGE FELL| [You HAD To WoNDERIFIT| | ONCE,NEAR THE END, T I SWEAR l:g(WAE OH, I ALMOST ForGoT.| |1 HADITFORYEARS--BuT| | I MISS HIS SHOW. SAY
OFF HISCHAIR RIGHT IN | | WASN'T GEORGE WHO'D Eaggﬁﬁg mrcﬂ Tlmf}tgﬁ SORTOFCRYING. | |1 'yeawotg% kﬁg&s ;uunmﬁt“ﬂst:‘vé g\{qERY‘-l WHAT You LIKE -- HE

3 EOFTHE .| |BeEN DRINKING THAT DAY. 8 OMNCE AND GO HING VANL HE WAS A T
THEMIDOLE OF THE SHow - e BEAUTY, AND How DEEPLY /' MICEST POSTCARD. A You GO INTO THE HOME. AS A CLASS Ac

p:(é?fn \“] l // HE MISSED IT. REALGENTLEMAN.
“\H 1 S5

\‘HORO(SGRN Toin ':E {}NO UNMTIL AND Mﬁﬂ"
ToNIGHT'S HI-LIGHTS ‘,f‘;i} \',{ fg“w' : ; ':fz 1:1% \‘FI'EJ (1 —
. EPLSODE... WEEK.,.. - AND Mfé‘[ YoUR
Loo.

2,
Yl

e |
6° 3

-GEOREE SPROTU | | T WAS WITH HIM GOD, WE TIED
WAS A Goorp AT CKCK FROM THE ON A FEW
VERY BEGINNING.

[Bevieve mor Nor, | [AND T Dion'T | [AND, Yes, HE Coutp] [HE NEVER Askeo]
HE WAS PoPULAR | |MIND PICKINGUP| |TALK. BuT ALWAYS | | You A GODDAMN
A | WiTH Tue LADIES. ] | HIS DISCARDS. QUESTION. EVER!

I HATE Yo SAY\T,
BUT GEORGE WAS'
A CRASHING BORE,

INTERVIEW

FRIEND oF MINE.

| TOGETHER._

FRED KENNEDY

AFTERNOON-
MOVIEHOST,
1979
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CHAPTER 16

CKCK
VIEWER'S

THURSDAY,
OCT.9,1975
(‘THE DAY GEORGE DIED)

6:00 A.M.
VOICE OF THE FARM

“Building Better Barns.”

6:30 A.M.
TV SCHOOLROOM

“Trees Into Logs.”

7:00 A.M.
CARTOONS WITH THE
MERRY-GO-ROUND GANG

Children's show.

8:00 A.M.
MISS RITA'S GOOD-
MORNING MOVIE

(]

&; NS

S

Tt

T
q

“Love on the Layaway Plan™ ("49).
Long-lost husband returns afi

10 years. Stars Jill Je
Melodrama.

10:30 A.M.
BUSY BOB'S SHOEBOX
SHOWCASE Host: Bob Burrman.

11:30 AM.
KILLJOYS With Ted
Downie. Game show.

12:00 NOON
GREEN RIVER
Soap opera.

12:30 P.M.
HEN PARTY Canapés.

Host: Flora Aiken.

1:00 P.M.
THE AFTERNOON MOVIE

Host: Fred Kennedy.

“The Loneliest Salesman™ ("57).
Desperate bumbler must make
a sale. Stars Gordie Nye.
Comedy. (BM'W)

i

4:00 BM.
CARTOON PARADE
(WITH GUS GOOSE)

Cartoons. (B/W)

5:00 B.M.
CKCK NEWS (LOCAL)

Anchorman: Austin Wade.

6:00 P.M.
NORTHERN HI-LIGHTS

Host: George Sprott.

Tonight's film:
“Frobisher Bay, 1936.”

7:00 P.M.
TRANS-CANADA CALENDAR
Host: Dee Dillon.

Current events.

7:30 P.M.
SAINTS ALIVE! Old
MacIntosh misunder-
stands again! Comedy.

Repeat. (BIW)

8:00 P.M.
ROUND THE RINK WITH
COACH YOUNG AND COACH
SMALL Hockey talk.

Guest: Jean=Guy
Lavoie.

9:00 P.M.
KRAFT PRESENTS:
ROYAL PLAYHOUSE

Tonight's teleplay:
“Along the Chalk Road.”
Stars Drew Provost.

|

10:00 P.M.
COUNTRYTIME JUBILEE
Guest: Myrtle McKinnon,

Special guests:
Marshall Cormier and
His Musical Milkmen.

11:00 P.M.
NEWS (NATIONAL)

Anchorman: Nash Nolton.

12:00 A.M.
NIGHT-OWL THEATER

w@

“Fiend of Fog Harbor" (*37).
Supernatural killer stalks remote

fishing village. Stars

Carl Waycoff. Horror. (B/'W)

S

1:30 AM.
CHEZ FRANCOISE

Cooking. Tourtiére,

2:00 A.M.
ALTAR OF THE AIR-

2:30 A.M.
SIGN OFF

WAVES Religious.

27



THE STRIP

A
BRIEF

UV §

CHAPTER 17

THE CORONET HALLCOULD Be FCUND, JUSTA BLocK
EAST oF THe MELODY GRILL, IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

BUILT IN 1884 BY LOCAL
ENTREPRENEUR THOMAS
LILLEY, WHO WAS TAKEN

ITWAS A LANDMARK
MucH LAUDED BY THE

THE NEW MIDDLE CLASSES OF LAKESIDE EMBRACED
MR. LILLEY'S HALL-- PACKING 175 SEATS FOR 40

OF LAKESIDE. WITH THE THEN-PCPULAR CIVIC GQUIPES OF THE
FAD FOR SELF-IMPROVE- | TIME.
HISTORY ORC
CORONET jooxaml ¥ :N:=
LECTURE )= >
TS PATRONS Engoveo | [MR. ey oo miazr—] [Sriee, EVENATANICKEL] | MANY LECTURE-QIRCUIT | | AND SEVERAL LOCALS
gf\?rigg (SJPS‘TD“ ff %‘.‘T‘:::l,t?f A PARADE OF £10CUTION-| | GoING OUTAT THE HALL'S| | A HEAD, IT SURVIVED LUMINARIES HELD (TS APPEARED REGULARLY
' THE DEPRESSION, (676 THEOSOPHISTS, ONE-| | PEAK--SPARED THE HARD| | THE DEPRESSION INTACT. STAGE DURING ITS FORVERY LoNG RUNS,
| WORLDERS AND,0F COURSE, | | DECADES To COME. curvns s
- ENDLESS TRAVELOGUES,
v 0 4
0 A =N
AND THE EARLY | |17 WAS GEORGE'S| | 1T DOESN'T
WARYEARS WERE | | PoPULAR ARCTIC | | SOUND LIKELY,
Mo PieHic, ETTHER.| | SERIES THAT DREW| | BUT 1T'S TRUE,
N‘/ THEM IN.
Po—
\f
Q- H FRANKLIM Two-HUSBANDS,| | ALICE TIBBITS, THE CARTOONIST DARNLEY LESS REGARDED WAS [GEORGE SPROTT, AS WE |
2a 2L INDIAN IMPERSONATOR| | MOTORING PIONEER | | CooTe GAVE Hi§ BELOVED| | BUND LEADER AND HITLER| | ALL KNoW, HELD THE REC-
e e AND FOLKLORIST, 1947 AND BIRTH-CONTROL “CHALK TALKS" FOR AN ENTHUSTAST FELIX ORD --§PEAKING EVERY
To 1964, ADYOCATE, 1922101937, | ASToUNDING 30 YEARS. KITcHENER, 197210 1938, THURSDAY FRowM 1941 To
CEAEG .
REGRETFULLY,BY | | T DIDN' T CARE--| | HE WAS ALWAYS ’5‘ )@-——-—
gfn E&({) :Ei;gtfll: 1'D NEVER HAVE | | WELCOME. & "@"53
D HIM T A
S1X PEOPLE. '::“ngf. e u

ToOAY \T 1§ THe SITE OF
A DIScoudT CoMPUTER-
SALES OUTLET.

(T FELL To THE WRECH-
ING BALL IN 1999 AFTER
ELGHT SHAMEFULYEARS
OF ABAMDONMENT.

HORN'S "VINTAGE HALLS.

OF CANADA" (1993 EDITiON)
NoTeo, " WHILE IN PoOR
REPAIR, ITISSTILLA |
MAGHIFICENT BUILDING.

1T ENDED (TS DAYS AS |
A CHEAP BARGAIN StloP
(198710 1991).

115 DOORS CLOSED IN (974,
CHANGING OWNERS AND
REOPENING AS A SHORT-
LIVED MUSIC VENUE.

MATCHING THE NELGUBOR:
Hoo0's DECLINE,IT THEN
BECAME A STRIP PALACE.

OF COURSE, BY THE 'TOS

THE HALL WAS AM 000ITY--

SPARSELY ATIENDED AND

LOSING MONEY HAND OVER
S

—
BLUES HALL Lo DOLLAR TOWN
O [1] 13} 0 ﬁ-z “PHR=

7 m— =i ' s 7

$

g

] \ N

Sehiw [l sd 03 W 21 (O]

ALICE CLINTON FRANKLIN PROFESSOR GEORGE MME. KING FELIX WAKEFIELD DARNLE
TIBBITS HALL TWO-HUSBANDS ALLGOOD SPROTM BROSSEAU KHAN KITCHENER HAYES COSTEY
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THE STRIP

AS Your NARRATOR, I HAVE TRIED
To BE THOROUGH, BUT T AM THE
FIRST To ADMIT THAT SOME OF
MY FACTS HAVE BEEN SKETCHY.

I ASKED
You To?

EAT A FULL
MEAL LIKE

TRUTHFULLY, THERE ARE WHOLE
ARFAS OF GEORGE'S LIFE OF
WHICH T KNOW NOTHING,

1 ATe SoME,
MY APPETITE'S
N\, BEEN POOR.

T 1

CHAPTER 18

WHAT CAN TSAY?
CAN WORK WITH ONLY
WHAT T HAVE ATHAND.

1 FEEL A

WHEN WE LEFT GEORGE,
ITWAS 8P.M. AND HE
WAS DOZING BACKAT
THE MELODY GRILL.

1T 1S NOW 8:25 P.M. AND HE 1S ARRIVING AT THE
FRONT ENTRANCE OF THE CORONET LECTURE HALL.

MY SToRY.

TERRIBLE HEAD- on, You : -
S POOR THING. 1'LL GET You
SR T ' AN ASPIRIN AS
A
*] RESS
ING 'i‘qogn, =
1
v w Bl s=r—f
Ul E =
I'M ASHAMED To ADMIT | | 1T°S EASY ENOUGH To DAISY UAS GATHERED | |NOTHING CRUCIAL, 15'PoSE.
\T, BUTSOMEHOW T'VEA | | PIECE TOGETHER WHAT's| | HIM UP AND USHERED | |STILL-- GEORGE WILL BE
GAP OF 25 MINUTES IN MISSING. | | HiM DOWN THe BLOCK | | DEAD INHALF AN HOUR...

To THE CORONET HALL.

BEFORE You START,
LET ME PUT YouR
MIND AT

EASE.

1'D HATE To LoSe ouT
ON ANY OF HIS FINAL
MOMENTS.

YOUR FILM HAS
ARGWED AHD
1§ READY To
RolLL.

Wilo KMOWS WHAT WE'VE
MISSED. A REAL SHAME.

AND 1T 1S THE
CORRECT FILM,

T MEAM, 1T SURE DOESN'T LOOK AS IF MUCH 1S
HAPPENING NOW, BUT TRUST ME, THIS 1S ALL VITAL STUFF!

PROGRAMS HAVE
BEEN PLACED ON
THE SEATS.
(

1161 [ |l

INTHIS SHORT WALK HE
1S PASSING THROUGH THE
LAYERS OF HIS OWN LIFE,

THE LIGHTING HAS
BEEM SOFTEMED AS
You REQUESTED,

GFORGE LECTURED HERE
FOR 34 YEARS! HE CAN'T
TURN A CORMER WiTHOUT
BUMPING INTo A MEMORY.

HERE 'S THE SPOT WHERE
HE SHOOK HANDS WiTH HIS
HERO, THE ARCTIC EX-
PLORER STEFANSSON.

WATER (§
\HSIDE THE
LECTERN.

You HAVE Your J|STAIRS
LECTURE N
YouR BAG-

A

5 r

i /
THIS 15 WHERE HE FIRST]| | OVER HERE 1S WHERE AND THIS I1SHIS DRESSING Now-- DoYou Y HA,HA! HIS ot -S0-FAMILIAR INTH ETVESPENT| |T'M ALWAYS SAD WHEN I
AGREED o BE HoST OF FRED KENNEDY CRIED ROOM--RESERVED ALWAYS HAVE ANYTHING ] No--NoO, DRESSING ROOM. 5T DYERE%EDR&E, IE\’f{E SEE HIS kNSDiT’PRoA[ﬂ-
HIS TV SHOW 1N 1953.| | LiKE A BABY THE NIGHT | | FOR GEORGE ALONE. ELSE ToWORRY £ MY DEAR. GROWN FONDOFHIM. | |ING. PooR GEORGE.
THE REGULARE HI5 DAUGHTER DIED. ABouT?

e Afé'ém You'Ve DONE A O.X., THEN, T'LL
e = PERFECT JoB-- BE RIGHT BACKWITH
EATED. — IMPECCABLE! THAT ASPIRIN.

. - :
[\ 1
\ = T -
_ /&
- =7
LOOK--HE'S CLOSING THe FINALDOOR CLOSES. GEORGE WOULD HAVE HE'D HAVE LIKE
THE DOOR. WHAT A LITERALLY AND FlGUR- LIKED THAT. THAT Too. P
NICE ToucH. ATIVELY. ; 1
GEORGE'S 0BT E—NT
IM THE TELEGRAM
o &
w IT RA
LAST RIGHT o
A OF THE FRONT
I T D s o SECTIO o)
“ ONE OF TME N. ,
GRAND oLD MEN
. 2 OF TELEVISION,,." 4 =
L - J/
— = H 2]
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CHAPTER19

LECTURE ATIENDEE,
2003 ONLY ONE E1THER.
THERE WeRre FIVEOF
US WHO CAME
EVERY WEEK.

0

THERE WAS THE
BIRD LADY...

TKNEW
EACH 0F THEM
ONLY BYA

PRIWVATE
MICKNAME,

PERSONALLY.

AN I ATIEMDED EVERY 1'MSURE GEORGE MUST HAVE IN LATERYEARS | [T 1SN'T THAT 1 FOUND AS DID THe OTHERS. FOR ME, (T WAS JusT
INTERVIEW GEORGE SPROTI LECTURE RECOGNIZED OUR FACES-- WE WERE THE GEORGE S0 RIVETING -~ MOST HALLS HAVE THEIR A PLEASANT HABIT I
WITH FroM 1956 To 19115. THouGH HE NEVER SPoKE [\ ONLY FACES IN 1 ATGENDED EVERY LEC- REGULARS--THOSE WHO FELL INTO.
ROSE HUMBLY To ANYOF US o THE HALL. | |TUREAT CoRONET HALL.| |WILL LISTEN To ANYONE.
T WASN'T THE

MR, MUSTACHLO...

oA B £ =

[ ] il

l_' = T NEVERMARRIED, AND| | GOING THERE GAVE | [ESPECIALLY IN THE LATERON, 1T WAS A Y'KNOW, IN ALLTHOSE
- B 1 DIDN'T CARE MUCH FOR ME THE FEELING OF EARLY YEARS, WHEN T RESTFUL PLACE, AWAY YEARS, WE REGULARS
Il -I- MOVIES OR TeteviSioN.| | BEING 1N THE THICK O WAS WELL ATTENDED, FROM THE WORLD. HNEVER SPOKE To ONE

.-.CJI“‘ C = .wn:-: = h
- \‘{é\_

I

L

THE ADMIRAL .

LOAD KNOWS WHAT
THEY CALLED ME!

ANOTHER.

COME To THINK
OF IT, PERHAPS
THEY SPoKeTo
ONE ANOTHER

WHEN T WASN'T
AROUND ...
IT'S POSSIBLE.

I 1MAGINE GEORGE THOUGHT Y'HKNOW, 1 NEVER WHEN THEY TORE THE CORONET DOWN, T MADE AN ARRANGEMENT To
WE WERE THERE JuST FOR ACTUALLY SAW GEORGE'S ACQUIRE THE HUGE LETIERS THAT SAT UP oN THE RooF OF THE BUILDING .
1 HOPE THAT
MADE HiM
HAPPY. ) R
‘]:‘r-'L : _- w0
—E B |y R i
1 HAVE A LARGE HOME,| | UNFORTUNATELY, AN SOMEONE BROKE \WTO WHOWOULD DOSUCH A GOOD GRACIODS® WHAT
AND I'D PLANNED TO 0DOTHING OCCURRED | | THE WAREHOUSE AND THING ? NOW THEY WILL T Do WITH THAT?!
SET THEM UP IN THE | | BEFORE T COULD PICK | [ §TOLE THE TAND ONEOF ] | ONLY SPELL CRONE" I} b /v
BASEMENT, - THEOQ'S. . — AN s oy ™ B
LA CB N | -'.?.g
I".. = > - = =] .c_:!v___‘_ __
0\ R IERTASE
55 o Bl LR -- - RIARNAY g R -
Iy SEAY “Q i “@ il s A W dN;
L7 AN DAY gil smrgY)Rwug
In gfl‘ (X7 TN ] ﬁ.‘" Ilg’ﬁ = = ’? 1 1 'ﬁ‘m‘l.
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THE STRIP

AT EXISTS BECAUSE

UNCLE GEORGE -
INTERVIEW WITH B (LcFTA Deep AND ) ) roR (5 vears 8 Y AN DRAviNGS, [OF UNE GEoRGE.
LASTING IMPRES- Ive PoBLISHED § T OLD PHOTOS...HISTORIC Y'kNoW, T MARRIED
DA“Y‘[)RO'" SION ON MY LIFE. THiS SMALL . T A,
MAGAZINE. MARS-- ANYTHING RELATED MARRIAGES FALED.
W YaYaL 2 (O] 8 To THE CANADIAN ARCTIC.
-— 7he NO. 40 - -
S = NORTHWINDS

JOURNAL [Tl

AFTERUNCLE GEORGE] |T WAS SHELLSHOCKED AT
DI£D,T HAD To WRAP THETIME, I MADE SOME
VERY POOR DECISIONS.

UNCLE GEORGE WAS JUST| /T WASN'T TUEIR FAULT | | UNCLE GEORGE SHOWED EVEN AT THE END WHEN
SO VITAL. HE MADE EVERY-| |1eTHEY WERE JUST REGU-| | SUCH A GENUINE CONCERN HE WAS SO DIFFICULT, .
THING INTERESTING.] | LAR HUMDRUM GUYS.| [FOR ME. I LOVED HIM, HE WAS KIND TO ME,

T MAY SOUND SiLuY--
BuT NEITHER OF THEM
COULD LWE UP To HIM,

UP HIS AFFAIRS,

1 F0OLISHLY S0LD OFF A LOT v 4 1T DIDN'T OCCUR To ME FOR 1'D WAITED Too LoNG.
OF THE STUEF LEFT BEHIND 1 D10 KEEP THE MOST A LOD?(;‘ TIME To APPROXCH B THEY'D DISPOSED OF (TALL--
LR I S IMPORTANTITEMS .- CKCK TV ABOUT #i§ FILMS —8 DUMPED THEIR ENTIRE

PHoTo ALBUMS AND SUCH. AND TAPED EPISODES. | PRE-1980 VIDEO LIBRARY.
[ 1

FORI(T. I'M BARELY BUSINESS. T STILLHAVE

M THe NARWHAL PRESS.

1 ReGREV THAT NowJ |1'Hou &H WHO'D HAVE | II'M CEASING PRODUCS oul I
I ) T MAKING LUNCH MONEY.

1 CouLp HAVE PuB- ] | BouGHT THAT BOOK ?! ON NORTHWINDS AFTER

THERE'S NO AUDIENCE | 1 WON'T BE OUT OF
LISHED THEM. 1'M ONMY LASTIEGS AS THE NEXT ISSUE.

THAT WAS A 'D SOLD His BOUND LEC-
REAL BLoW. TURES To A NACELADY WHO

K

ATIENDED CORONET HALL
FOR YEARS,

~T

WE PUBLISH BOOKS ¥ : AV (VAL THE OTHER DAY T SAW T WAS IN THE STREET,
oN LOCAL HISToRY, LZFM’ BUT T WAS TALKING A MAN WHo LOOKED AND ONLY FROM THE
CANADIANA.. THAT " R MA ABOUT UNCLE GEORGE, LIKE UNCLE GEORGE. .
SORTOF THING. B/ (S0 WASN'T I...?
N H B H —
70N f~
ap Hig
/ Ry &3&%&5«1 .\ / R =
0 N I BUT T WAS SURPRISED AT| | TEARS ALMOST POPPED
) HELP, WE SHouLD \ 7 l g THE INTENSITY OF MY RIGHT 00T OF MY EYES.
\\ . SQUEAK BY. / (N REACTION.
: (\ [
d \ 1.
Ll

A
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POOR DAISY.
DAISY 15 OFF WANDERING .
AND So HERE WE ARE. NINE 0'CLOC ABOUT, TRACKING DOWN r SHE'LL NEVER SEE UNCLE
 AND MERE SHE'LL BE GONE ONLY 0 N
MOMENTS UNTIL GEORGE'S AN ASPIRIN. :gﬁéﬂgﬁ&gﬁg@ GEORGE ALIVE AGAI
DEATH. ™ 10 MINUTES.
O 11 1 "
_ﬁ = alhl] (A A E:
amn j u H H — : =
8 0 L 1] j m H E ﬂ ﬂ _ﬂ_ B -
i al |a —
I - L ] - - -
—— aa af |a | Hte - MMAM|ppa
[+ [ E=MELoDY nl I~ ﬁ? ﬁ? = on

CONSIDERING MY TRACK | | Bur TRusT ME, T KNOW | (N FACT, \TIS RIGHT NowW,| | JusT T SECONDS AFTER IMSTEAD, LET'S JuMP A | [STRUGGLING LIKEA TURTLE
RECORD, YOU MIGHT BE | | THEM INTIMATELY. AS GEORGE MeNTALLY | |G 0'CLOCK, A PAIN BEGINS MINUTE AHEAD To GEORGE,| |STUCK ON ITS BACK.
IS(%RPR(%D&_}!%EE&% SECOND BY SECOND. REMEARSES HIS LECTURE,| | IN GEORGE S CHEST. Now CRUMPLED ON THE 7
0'W THESE THAT 1T STRIKES. 17 AND NOW THAT ;
THE MOMENT
Sk @ HAS COME...
o T FINDTHAT T \ Pz
CAN'T SHowIT
To You. ~ i
TS Too AWFUL. \:j )"‘ =
N =

EVEN MOW, EYERYTHING DISTANT ABANDOMED AND DISAPPOINTED
15 D1 rnmcge-{— HE HAS .};Ts::so‘: J}l-effuﬂ"f‘" OLIVE MOTT... KULLU HANAYUK ... HELEN-SPROTT. a:lﬁ. R"f‘:"»ﬁfu é Pl}';"lt f‘;e _ 1
FEW SECONDS OF .
gt A GHOSTLY PROCESSION PERUAPS GEORGE WoulD
PASSES BEFORE HIM, HAVE BEEN HAPPIER TO

SEE ALLTHOSE OTHER,
BRIEFLY KNoWH WoMEN
PASS BY INSTEAD.

s e o

HIS MANY CONQUESTS-- [l AT LEAST HE WAS SPARED [l AS THE GHOSTS DEPART, Il HE FEELS A SHOWEROF
wWHo MAY HAVE JupGeD [l AVISIT FRoM HIS NE- [l GEORGE 15 OVERCOME Bl resnc pour DOWN MIS
HIM LESS HARSHLY. GLECTED MOTHER AND [l BY A GREAT WAVEOF Ml o/ o

HIS BASTARD CHILp. |l REGRET.

THOUGH (N REALITY HoT [l WHY AM T LOOKING GEORGE CONCLUDES HE
A SINGLE TEARDROP HAS [l UP AT THE CEluinG? ] MUST BETAKING A NAP.
FALLEN FROMHISEYES. [l HEWONDERS, HE IS VERY TIRED.

HEWHISPERS A FeWoNFuseD] [Awo AT -0l P.M.OF OCT. 9, -
WORDS INTo THE EMPTY | | 19715, GEORGE SPROTT PASSES At ol et Wb i
ROOM. FROM THIS LIFE. Ne [ 11 JuSTME,
I \Q‘“.k 1'M COMING
\“\0 IN.
e [ ol i G,
ans L] o
1 CAN'T FIND v . e ‘ THIS SCENE
THE FLOOR... , AS WELL.
—_ ] — ]
Zosifoelnkie e A L
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CHAPTER 22

ON

FAITH

CONSIDERING I SPENT

MY YouTH IN A SEMINARY,
You'p EXPECT 1'D HAYE SoME
DEEPLY HELD BELIEFS.

WHATEVER T HAD THEN...
SLIPPED AWAY. TCAN'T
EVEN RECALL WHAT THAT

FAITH FELT LIKE. 4

()

Zs &Y

IN MYoLD AGEe, I'VE (oME
To THINK THAT THE

AFTERLIFE MAY OFFER A
CHAWCE To UNDERSTAND
ALL THIS.

AN OPPORTUNITY TO
LOOK OVER THis LIFE IN
MICRoSCOPIC PETAIL--
BUT WITH WISDOM.

=3

MAYBE WE WILL GET To
RELIVE IT--ANp THIS
TIME, CLEARLY KNOW
WHAT 0UR ACTIONS MEANT.

SURELY WE ARE NoT
SUPPOSED To PASS INTO
OBLWION WITHoUT SoHE
ReSoluTioN To THIS
STRUGGLE? :

1'LL BE MISSED-- NO
POUBT--BUT THEY'LL
CARRY ON FAINE (N MY

ABSENCE.-

PERHAPS THAT SPEAKS
POORLY OF THE QUALITY|

oF MY FRIENDSHIP.

T'VE BURIED THEM ALL.
ONLY DAISY 1S LEFT.

I WILLSoRELY REGRET
LEAVING THAT SWEET

LiTTLe GIRL BEHIND. 4

1 DON'T BELIEVE MY

CONCEPTION OF HEAVEN
SHOULD BE DISCUSSED
IN MiXeD COMPANY.

J

B

WHAT T SAID EARLIER --
ABOUT SEEING YOUROWHN
LIFE WITH ABSOLUTE
CLARTY--THAT MIGHT Be
HELL. »

b
(1

By

-

&

SOMETIMES T ENTER-
TAIN THE IDEA OF AN
INUIT GUIDE AWALTWNG

ME BEYOND THE VEIL . 4

HE'LL LEAD ME ACROSS
Tie FRoZEN HORIZON
To SOME HAPPY WUNT-

ING GRoUND -

TALK ABouT WISHFuL

THINKING! @

WHEN YOU GET To MY
AGE,You SEE JUST Ho
MANY THREADS IN You
LIFE WERE LEFT HANGING.

THERE'S No POINT IN
DWELLING OM IT. You
WON'T BE TYING THEM

-_—

=
Jf:\\ =

You'vE MADE YouR
BED, AND You'D Best

[

A t"/

T'VE GIVEN THIS A

GREAT DEAL OF
'g
A(g '

T'ye WORKED HARD \H
THIS LVFE,AND T'D LIKE
To LEAVE SoMETHING OF
VALUE REHIMD ME.

BUTI'™M NofooL, MY
WORK WAS EPHEMERAL IN
NATURE. \T's LIKELY To
MELT AND LEAVE LITTLE
TRACE.

WHo CARES ? THOUGH
A LOT oF WEEPING

WouLD BE NICE. y
220
Ve

ON

e

1 SAW MY FATHER
PASS. HIS MIND WAS
GONE, AND HE WAS LEFT
No DIGNITY WHATSOEVER.

No ONE DESERYES To

OH, T'VE COME UPWITH
SOMeTHING RATHER
PITHY-- Hng \TPLANNED

fesf

(

T'LL SAVE 1T FoR THE
APPROPRIATE TIME.

5
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T CAN TELL You THIS, THOUGH... | [ AS MUCH AS HE FANCIED THE 1DEA, |
THeRe WAS NO TNULT SPIRIT QUIDE
WAITING FoR HIM oN THEOTHER SIDE,

EVEN AS AN OMNISCIENT NARRATOR |
1 DON'T HAVE AN ANSWER To THAT
QUESTION,

[WHAT BECAe oF GEORGE SPROTT
WHEN HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE?

AS POETIC AS THAT MIGHT HAVE
BGEEN--tHo ONE WALKED HIM INTO
A DAZZLING ARCTiC LAMDSCAPE.

PERHAPS HE IS STLLHOVERING | [¥vovee LIEVE IN GHOSTS, THERE You MIGHT TRY THE SMALLWOOD
ON THE EDGE OF THiS LIFE. ARE A FEW SPOTS You MIGHT OM THE EDGE OF THE CREEK WHERE
LOOK FOR HIM, HE PLAYED A5 A BoY.

0R You MIGHT LOOK INSIDE THE - ESPECIALLY BY THE BAR,WHERE OR YOU MIGHT HEAD FARNORTH.| |OUT ON THE TUNDRA, AT THE SITE HE ONCESPENTA GLORIOUS NIGHT -

BRoKEN HULK OF THE MELODY HE ALWAYS HELD COURT.

GRILL.

OF A ({ROUPING OF ANCIENT SToNE | | THERE ALONE, UNDER THE NORTH -
HouSes. ERN LIGHTS.

THESE WERE THE PLACES WHERE
HE WAS Tie HAPPIEST.

1 DON'T HAVE A SATISFYiNG ANSWER
FoR You ON THAT MATTER.

PERHAPS A GHOST CAN BE INMORE
THAN ONE SPOT--HE MIGHT BE
FOUND AT ALLTHREE,

1 Do KNoW THAT FoR AFEW
MONTHS AFTER (GFORGE DIED, THOSE
WHo KNEW HIM WELL COULDSTILL
STRONGLY FEEL HIM NEARBY.

THEY DO NoT FeeL HIS PRESENCE
N TYE WORLD ANYMORE .

BUT Now, ALLTHESe YEARS LATER...

29
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EPILOGUE
AN INTERVIEW WITH

OWEN TRADE
COLLECTOR, 2007

a5

LD
Am
o
)
o
m

L AM PRIMARILY
A COLLECTOR OF
MEMORABILIA FROM
JTHE CHCK TELEVISION
R STATION.

SPECIFICALLY,
I'M FoCuSED
ON SIRGRISLY
GRUESOME--THE JIm
HORAOR HoST.

KCk

BUT OF COURSE
I'M IMTERESTED (M
ALLOF THE ON-AIR
PERSONALITIES,

AND 1 HAVE A
PRETIY Goop
GEORGE SPRoTT
COLLECTION,

LET ME WALK
You THROUGH A
FEW OF THE
CHOICER (TeMS.

EPILOGUE

HERE'S ASIGNED COPY
OF H15 AUTOBIOGRAPHY
FROM 1465,

NOT THAT RARE ... BUT
GETIING HARDER To

NOW THIS ONE 1S TRULY
SCARCE! HIS FAMoUS
SUBSCRAIPTioN Book- -
NORTHERN DISPATCHES.

THE BINDER AND THE
COMPLETE LETTERS. 930.
PRACTICALLY MINT?

L POSSESS ONE BOUND
VOLUME CONTAINING

MANUSCRIPTS FROM WIS
COROMET HALL LECTURES.

THERE WERE MANY OTHER
VOLUMES, APPARENTLY. .,
BUT T DON'T Kow WHAT
BECAME OF THEM.

L ACQUIRED THIS ONE
P4 FROM A FORMER BELLHOP
04 AT THE RADIO HOTEL.
Ch

THE MELODY GRILL.

AVIDEOTAPE OF
OMNE OF HIS
SHOWS.

BUT sTILL
WATCHABLE.

i

ITFOR You

EVERYTHING. EVEN SIR
GRISLY. THE BASTARDS !

ACTUAL PAINTING
FRoM HIS SET.

LEGEND HAS (T
GEORGE PAINTED
\T HIMSELF.
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AND THIS-- H1S PHoTo HERE'S AN AN EARLY "TOS THE STATION DUMPED THIS 1§ THE AND THE CENTERPIECE OF
FAoM THE WALL OF ULTAA RARITY-- EPISODE - - ALL ITS OLD SHowS'. THE COLLECTIOM--A

GeNUINE SPROTT ARCTIC
FILM STILL IN THE CAN

WIS GRAVESTONE? A

3‘»5\?:/

THE CLOSE OF EVERY

ONE OF A KiND! THIS ONE SURVIVED ONLY | | OH, THESE? ] I GOOGLED NOBODY UNDER %0
CKCK TRASHED ALL BECAUSE 1T WAS LEFT THEY'RE GEORGE THE OTHER evEN KNOWS HIS MAME
OF THESE AS WELL . BEHIND AT CORONET ) | ynNReLATED. DAY AND GOT ONLY ANY LONGER.
HALL. 3 OME HIT.
3’ -
Song‘sl};(:
LEWERS I
FOUND.
B . &'frq;[;s
My 2 >
% . ars al | B ey
HAVE You EVER SEEN PReWY puLL, THey SHouLD HAVE | [TWE ONES HESATD AT * I WISH You AND MAY THE
CARVED HIS FAMousS HEALTH A:«lD SUMN NEVER MELT
JOY s YouRr [GLOO.

THIS STUFF
T'VE SAVED HERE...
\T'S WIS LEGACY.
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